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■ CELEBRATING: The Royal Borough of Kensington & Chelsea leader Nick Paget-Brown pictured 
with Don Letts and three girls who modelled vintage clothes at the launch in the Mayor's Parlour. 


PORTOBELLO icon Don Letts has made 
an impassioned plea to shoppers to continue 
supporting the Portobello and Golborne 
market as it starts a year-long celebration to 
mark its 150th anniversary. 

The BBC DJ, musician and film-maker, a resident in 
the Royal Borough for more than 30 years, called on 
the community to especially support their local green¬ 
grocery stalls at a launch in the Mayor’s Parlour at 
Kensington Town Hall. 

Mr Letts said the fruit and veg traders provided “the 
heart and soul” of the area. 

He said: “Now, more than ever, both Golborne and 
Portobello markets need support as their presence is 
integral to the vibe of the area and its ongoing sense 
of community. 

“Golborne and Portobello markets provide a much 


# By LWN reporter 

GEOFF BAKER 


more healthy and more social option in the digital age: 
you can exercise with a stroll, engage with your fellow 
human beings, and get your five a day - bargain!” 

Pride of place at the launch was a renovated market 
barrow by costermonger Jim Devlin, who has worked 
on his stall on Portobello Road for 50 years, since he 
was nine-years-old. 

Mr Devlin, commenting on the number of the fruit 
and vegetable stalls that used to be in the market - at 
one time there were more than 50 - said he was “very 
struck” by Don Letts’ positive speech and he was hop¬ 
ing that more support would be forthcoming. 

Kensington and Chelsea Borough Council is pledg¬ 
ing support for the traders through an all-year promo¬ 


tion, marketing different aspects of the Portobello and 
Golborne markets with specific themes each month 
until December, organised by a special Market 150 
Committee set up by the Portobello & Golborne Man¬ 
agement Committee (PGMC). 

“We’re looking forward to the next 150 years of trad¬ 
ing and to ensure that it is on a sound footing the coun¬ 
cil has invested in the area,” said the Mayor of the 
Royal Borough, Councillor Maighread Condon-Sim- 
monds, who jointly hosted the launch with the PGMC. 

“This includes adding new market pitches and im¬ 
proving the public realm, “ she continued. 

“Our markets team are working with traders and 
local suppliers to promote events to showcase the im¬ 
portance of food to the market and we are working 
with our local schools to introduce the next generation 
of traders.” 

See Don Letts’full speech on page 6 


It’s still a safe Tory seat! 


KENSINGTON Conservatives 
will meet this week to select 
from at least 30 candidates a re¬ 
placement for Sir Malcolm 
Rifkind for the seat which is so 
safe that bookies believe the 
Town Hall cat would win it if it 
was wearing a blue rosette. 

Whatever the result of the selection 
process to pick a new Conservative 
candidate for the General Election, by 
the bookmakers’ reckoning the Labour, 
Lib-Dem, UKIP and Green candidates 


ANALYSIS 
by Geoff Baker 

hoping to win the Kensington Parlia¬ 
mentary seat may as well pack up and 
go home. 

Despite the “cash for access” furore 
that forced Sir Malcolm to stand down 
after five years as Kensington’s MP, the 
bookies expertly calculate that it will 
make no difference to the Tories as¬ 
suredly winning the seat. 

Ladbrokes are offering the tiniest 
odds on a certain Tory win at the gen¬ 


eral election - 1/100. 

Unless the local Conservatives do 
something absolutely bizarre between 
now and the May election - like pro¬ 
pose a mansion tax for homes worth 
more than a packet of Polo mints - the 
Kensington seat will be won by the To¬ 
ries. 

Following Sir Malcolm’s resignation, 
the Labour candidate for Kensington, 
Dr Rod Abouharb, issued a press re¬ 
lease condemning the Tory grandee. 

He said “the public should be dis¬ 
gusted by his behaviour” and called on 
voters to “demonstrate that disgust” by 


voting the Conservatives out of Kens¬ 
ington. 

“Kensington needs a fresh start. 
Kensington deserves an individual 
who will represent them”, said Dr 
Abouharb. 

The Lib-Dem candidate for the 
Kensington seat, Robin McGhee, also 
issued a statement, saying: “I hope 
Kensington’s voters use this as an op¬ 
portunity to kick out the Tories for 
good in the General Election in May”. 

But their protests have not impressed 
the bookies - Ladbrokes are quoting 
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Mayor's response to London Health Commission 


Improving the capital’s healthcare 


T he Mayor of London, Boris 
Johnson, has published his re¬ 
sponse to the London Health 
Commission’s report ‘Better Health 
for London’, committing to personally 
chair the board tasked with deliver¬ 
ing the plan and announcing a 
£250,000 cash boost for his London 
Healthy Workplace Charter. 

Chaired by Lord Ara Darzi, the inde¬ 
pendent Commission set up by the Mayor 
in September 2013, was tasked with inves¬ 
tigating ways to improve London’s health 
and healthcare. The result - ‘Better Health 
for London’ - proposed over 60 recommen¬ 
dations and ten ambitions for the capital 
covering issues such as improving chil¬ 
dren’s health, encouraging healthier 
lifestyles and making London’s health¬ 
care services work better for Londoners. 

Improving the health of London’s work¬ 
force is among the ambitions outlined in 
the report and the Mayor today an¬ 


nounced a £250,000 
boost for his London 
Healthy Workplace 
Charter, which works 
with employers across 
the capital to encour¬ 
age staff to be more 
active and take 
healthier lifestyle 
choices. 

Almost 14 million 
working days a year 
are lost to sickness 
absence in London 
with research show¬ 
ing that an average 
London firm of 250 
employees can lose 
almost £5,000 a week 
due to sickness ab¬ 
sence. Physically active workers take 27 per 
cent fewer sick days than non-physically ac¬ 
tive counterparts so improving health and 
wellbeing of staff not only saves money by 


reducing levels of absence, but can also 
boost economic output. 

The extra cash announced today will be 
used to engage over 1,000 London-based 
employers over the next two years who 
will join the 44 organisations, employing 
almost 140,000 people that are already 
signed up the Charter. 

Path to become 
a healthier city 

As part of his response the Mayor also 
accepted a recommendation to “person¬ 
ally chair a group and prepare a unified 
delivery plan” for the report by continu¬ 
ing to act as chair for a refocused London 
Health Board which will oversee delivery 
of the report’s aspirations. 

The Board, a partnership between Lon¬ 
don’s boroughs, the NHS and the Mayor 
of London will now focus on progressing 
improvements in London’s health, health 
inequalities and making the case for the 
investment London needs in health and 


care services and the wider determinants 
of health. 

The Mayor of London Boris Johnson 
said: “The aspirations in this report are 
the right ones for London and will, I be¬ 
lieve, set us firmly on the path to becom¬ 
ing the healthiest capital city in the world. 
Putting Londoners at the centre of care 
they receive is key, as is the importance of 
public health which is why I’m expanding 
my Healthy Workplace Charter to help 
even more of London’s workforce stay 
healthy and productive. 

“I don’t support measures such as a 
smoking ban in open spaces or sin taxes 
which would, in my view, fall most heavily 
on those who are least able to pay them. 
However I do believe in reducing the harm 
caused by poor health choices and look 
forward to working with London’s bor¬ 
oughs and the NHS to progress the ambi¬ 
tions of this report and ensure London’s 
health is protected.” 
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NEWS FROM KENSINGTON & CHELSEA 


Tory councillor in pole position 


■FROM PAGE ONE 

only 25/1 on Dr Abouharb winning Kensington and 
100/1 on any chance of Mr McGhee romping home. 
The bookmakers also make the UKIP and Green can¬ 
didates complete outsiders, with 100/1 odds on both. 
At the last election, Sir Malcolm had a majority in 
Kensington of 8,616. 

The seat is such a safe one for Conservatives that it 
has been described as “a 20-year job on a plate for the 
right Tory”. 

It is little wonder then that so many top Con¬ 
servatives are being proposed for the job 
with more than 30 Tory stars in the frame 
- everyone from Kensington & Chelsea 
Council Leader Nick Paget-Brown to 
footballer Sol Campbell. 

The Kensington & Chelsea Conserva- | 
tive Association will meet this week to 
select their Parliamentary candidate. 

At press time this week, the front-runner 
of the 32 possibles was Greg Smith (pic¬ 
tured), the Conservative Opposition Leader 
on Hammersmith & Fulham Council. Lad¬ 
brokes made him the favourite with odds of 3/1. 

Last week the early favourite was Kensington and 
Chelsea councillor and Deputy Mayor of London Vic¬ 
toria Borwick, originally listed at 5/1 but her odds later 
slipped to 20/1. 

Other latest favourites include Syed Kamall, the ac¬ 
ademic MEP and Leader of the Conservatives in the 
European Parliament; Charlotte Vere, the general sec¬ 
retary of the Independent Schools Council who 
launched the Women On think tank; and TV history 
presenter Dan Snow. 

They were all listed by Ladbrokes at 10/1 - along 
with David Skelton, the director of Renewal, the cam¬ 
paign group which aims to broaden the appeal of Con¬ 


servatives to working class and ethnic minority vot¬ 
ers. 

Just behind Mr Skelton in the running - at 12/1 - is 
North Kensington-born Shaun Bailey. Mr Bailey, a po¬ 
litical researcher, journalist and youth worker, has been 
called “a possible future Home Secretary”. He is a spe¬ 
cial adviser to the Prime Minister on youth and crime. 

Other runners include three women said to be pre¬ 
ferred for the job by Downing Street - Laura Trott, the 
Prime Minister’s adviser on women’s issues, 
Clare Foges, the Prime Minister’s speech- 
writer, and Phillippa Stroud, policy adviser 
to the Secretary of State for Work and 
Pensions Iain Duncan Smith. 

Conveniently tying in with the open¬ 
ing of Kensington’s new £29 million , 
leisure centre this week, four sports¬ 
men are also tipped to replace Sir Mal¬ 
colm - Olympic rower James 
Cracknell, cricketer Andrew Strauss, 
and soccer stars Frank Lampard and Sol 
Campbell. 

Also favourited is this newspaper’s colum¬ 
nist Nick Paget-Brown, the highly-respected 
Leader of Kensington & Chelsea Borough Council 
who is known to be popular with the upper echelons 
of the Conservative Party for his shrewd thinking on 
economics. 

Sir Merrick Cockell, former Leader of RBKC, is also 
in the mnning, alongside Peter Graham, chairman of 
Hammersmith Conservatives, RBKC councillor and 
economist Warwick Lightfoot and Daniel Moylan, an 
adviser to London Mayor Boris Johnson - and accord¬ 
ing to the bookies, even Boris himself is a contender, 
despite the fact that he has already been adopted as the 
Conservative Party candidate for the Uxbridge seat at 
the General Election. 



Naturally in these days of the importance of media 
image, three TV stars are tipped to be selected to stand 
for the Conservatives in Kensington - former Cabinet 
Minister turned documentary presenter Michael Por¬ 
tillo, ex-Newsnight and University Challenge idol Je¬ 
remy Paxman and Kirstie Allsopp of Location, 
Location, Location fame. 

Journalists also feature in line-up - names in the hat 
include Sir Malcolm’s son The Times writer Hugo 
Rifkind, fellow Times columnist Tim Montgomerie, 
Toby Young - well regarded for his pioneering of free 
schools - and political blogger, broadcaster and com¬ 
mentator Iain Dale. 

Completing the field are MEP Daniel Hannan, bar¬ 
risters Joanne Cash and Suella Fernandes and Tory 


think tankers Donal Blaney and Ruth Porter. 

Early this week Kensington Conservatives were all 
staying tight-lipped and unavailable on who was ex¬ 
pected to be selected to replace Sir Malcolm and thus 
be assured of getting to Parliament in May. 

It is understood that three names will be picked from 
the Grand National-sized field and they will put to the 
vote of chiefs of the Kensington and Chelsea Conser¬ 
vative Association this week. 

Ladbrokes say that at least one local punter is hoping 
that Kensington Tories think outside the box and 
choose an England midfielder for the much-sought 
job. 

A spokesman said: “One of our customers will win 
£2,000 if Frank Lampard ends up getting the call”. 


West London schoolboy now 
world’s most wanted terrorist 


THE West London computer graduate 
turned Islamic State fanatic Mohammed 
Emwazi is now at the centre of the largest 
dragnet in history - with secret agents and 
special forces from 30 countries hunting the 
killer and a £6 million bounty put up for his 
capture. 

The Government and The White House have made 
finding Emwazi “the highest priority”. 

The 26-year-old from North Kensington is now the 
world’s most wanted man for the brutal murder of at 
least six IS hostages in Syria. The computer program¬ 
mer appeared in all of the grim online videos of the 
Western hostages’ beheading. 


By Geoff Baker 


Campaign to make streets 
much safer for the homeless 


URGENT action is being taken to protect 
hundreds of homeless people in central 
London who are being repeatedly targeted 
by criminals. 

A pioneering new initiative - the first of its kind in 
the capital - is to be piloted in Hammersmith and Ful¬ 
ham this year, as part of renewed efforts to make the 
streets of London safer for rough sleepers. 

The charity-led scheme has been launched by Victim 
Support, with the help of the St Mungo's Broadway 
and Groundswell organisations, offering drop-in ses¬ 
sions and other forms of support to homeless crime 
victims across the borough. 

The ambitious project will be trialled in Hammer¬ 
smith and Fulham, and could be rolled out across the 
capital if funding can be secured. 

The announcement comes in the week that govern¬ 
ment figures revealed a 14 per cent rise in rough sleep¬ 
ing across England over the last year - a 55 per cent 
increase since 2010. 

And the charities' research suggests that many of 
those on the streets are extremely vulnerable to crime, 
with homeless people 47 times more likely than the 
general public to be victims of theft. 

According to figures from the Combined Homeless¬ 
ness and Information Network (CHAIN), the problem 
is widespread in West London and there are more peo¬ 
ple sleeping rough in the tri-borough of Hammersmith 
and Fulham, Kensington and Chelsea, and Westmin¬ 
ster, than anywhere else in England and Wales. 

Many of them will have been driven onto the streets 
as a direct result of physical or sexual abuse and will 
find themselves exposed to high levels of violence and 
crime on the streets, Victim Support says. 

Aiman Elal, divisional manager for Victim Support 
in West London, said: “Crime affects different people 
in different ways, including emotionally, physically, 
psychologically and financially. 

“Most people can turn to family or friends in a crisis, 
but that is not an option for everyone in the homeless 
community. 


LONDON WIDE 

“That isolation can lead to other problems, such as 
using drugs or alcohol as a coping mechanism. It’s a 
very heavy weight to carry alone, which is why get¬ 
ting expert support is so important for crime victims. 

“We have set up this scheme specifically to offer 
homeless people in the borough the support they need 
to cope and recover after a crime, in a safe and com¬ 
fortable place. That recovery can be a long and diffi¬ 
cult process for some people.” 

The charity supports thousands of crime victims 
across the capital every year, but it is becoming in¬ 
creasingly concerned for the plight of those driven 
onto the streets by long-term physical or sexual abuse. 

Once permanent shelter is taken away, it says, rough 
sleepers become 13 times more likely to experience 
violence. 

Emotional support 

An extensive study carried out by St Mungo's found 
157 people sleeping rough on the streets of Hammer¬ 
smith and Fulham between April 2013 and March 
2014 - the vast majority of whom were 'new' home¬ 
less, seen on the streets for the first time. 

The problem is even more severe in the larger sur¬ 
rounding boroughs - especially in Westminster, where 
an unprecedented 2,197 people were found sleeping 
rough during the study period. 

The three charities are now working together to 
combat the crisis, and will be running regular drop-in 
sessions at homelessness projects in Hammersmith 
and Fulham in the coming months. 

The programme also includes extensive emotional 
support for homeless victims to help them recover 
from the effects of crime. 

St Mungo's currently provides housing and support 
to more than 2,500 people in London and the South 
each night. 

Rod Cullen, the charity's area manager for Hammer¬ 
smith and Fulham, said: “People who are homeless 


are often tackling mental health issues, low levels of 
literacy or using substances, and it’s important that we 
look to provide services tailored to fit their needs. 

“We are delighted to be working in partnership with 
Victim Support and Groundswell. The new drop in 
sessions will allow us to better support people we 
work with who have been the victims of crime and 
who are in urgent need of help. 

“This new service will complement our existing 
housing, health and work support for homeless people 
in Hammersmith and Fulham.” 

London Mayor Boris Johnson is working with gov¬ 
ernment, local authority and voluntary sector partners 
to prevent those who are new to the capital from sleep¬ 
ing rough for a second night. 

And the CHAIN figures suggest that, while the num¬ 
ber of rough sleepers identified by outreach workers 
last year rose by one per cent, the increase was sub¬ 
stantially smaller than in previous years. 

More than half of rough sleepers recorded were aged 
between 26 and 45 (57 per cent), and the vast majority 
(87 per cent) were men. 

While the figures show a year-on-year increase in 
the number of rough sleepers, the proportion of those 
who were seen three or four times is coming down, 
suggesting outreach services are making a difference. 

Councillor Sue Fennimore, Hammersmith and Ful¬ 
ham Council’s cabinet member for social inclusion, 
added: “We are proud to host this project pilot in Ham¬ 
mersmith & Fulham. Homeless people are among the 
most marginalised in society and this project seeks to 
address that.” 

Drop-in coffee mornings are being held on Tuesdays 
from 2pm at Barons Court Project, 69 Talgarth Road, 
and on Thursdays from 10am at St Mungo's Broad¬ 
way, 13 Market Lane. 

For more information or to donate to the Victim Sup¬ 
port charity, visit www.victimsupport.org.uk/get-in- 
volved/donate. 


Emwazi, who went to school at the Quintin Kynas- 
ton academy in Maida Vale and studied at the Univer¬ 
sity of Westminster, has become the No 1 terrorist 
target for intelligence agencies and special forces in¬ 
cluding MI5, MI6, the FBI, CIA, SAS, US Navy 
Seals, Delta Force, the French DGSE and security ex¬ 
perts in 27 other countries. 

All of the nations involved in the anti-IS campaign 
Operation Inherent Resolve have issued orders from 
the highest level to find the man last week unmasked 
as “Jihadi John”. 

Intelligence officers, US spy satellites and GCHQ 
are monitoring the family, relatives and all known as¬ 
sociates of the Islamic extremist who is known to 
other fanatics as Abu Abdullah al-Britani. 

Phone calls, texts, emails and social media are being 
closely-monitored by the world’s most advanced spy 
systems for any clue to Emwazi’s exact whereabouts 
and the US Senate has approved a £6 Million bounty 
in the hope that he will be revealed. 

Once Emwazi is tracked down, security chiefs will 
decide on whether to send in a special forces snatch 
squad or kill him in a drone strike. 

London Mayor Boris Johnson has called for an ed¬ 
ucation programme aimed at young people living near 
centres of Islamic extremism in West London, in order 
to counter jihadist propaganda. 

The Mayor said: “I want to change the thing where 
all of these young people in London are getting 
sucked into this jihadist nonsense. It is absolute rub¬ 
bish, it is nothing to do with Islam properly under¬ 
stood. We need to knock it on the head and change 
their mindsets so that they see this as a catastrophic 
mistake”. 
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Children’s centres to share one site 


MAXILLA Nursery School and Children’s 
Centre is to share a site with Golbome Chil¬ 
dren’s Centre from September - resulting in 
a reduction in the number of part-time nurs¬ 
ery school places. 

Kensington & Chelsea Borough Council says the 
two centres are already “part of a single federation 
with a single governing body” and from September 
they will operate with a single leadership team. 

“The Golborne site on Bevington Road site is large 
enough to accommodate additional children and to 
prepare for their arrival, the Council is investing up to 
£250,000 to make sure that the buildings are fit for 
purpose and attractive. This money is in addition to a 
significant investment at St Anne’s and Avondale Park 


By LWN Reporter 


Nursery School to support stand-alone nursery provi¬ 
sion in North Kensington,” said the council. 

“A number of factors have prompted the move. Al¬ 
though Maxilla provides outstanding services for chil¬ 
dren and families its location under the Westway is not 
ideal. Its 1970s building is poor quality, now needs 
substantial investment and is not owned by the Coun¬ 
cil. 

Reduction in funding 

“There are also changes in government funding for 
nursery places, at a time when all councils have much 
less money. Despite the reduction in funding, the 
Council has worked closely with the two centres to de¬ 
velop a sustainable way forward and fully supports 


Market trader gets suspended 
sentence for selling fake goods 


A MARKET trader, based next to Por- 
tobeiio Road, who was arrested for sell¬ 
ing counterfeit goods following an 
investigation by Royal Borough Trading 
Standards officers was sentenced yester¬ 
day at Hammersmith Magistrates Court 
to eight weeks in prison, suspended for 
12 months. 

Ms Xian Yi Li. of Ashfield Road, LOndon W3, 
who pleaded guilty to six offences under the Trade 
Marks Act 1994 was also ordered to pay a contri¬ 
bution of £2,000 towards costs and to pay a £80 
victim surcharge. 

The court heard Ms Li claimed she wasn’t the 
owner of the stall but was simply an employee, al¬ 


though previously she had claimed to be the 
owner. 

When arrested Xian Yi Li refused to give an ad¬ 
dress and was taken to Notting Hill Police Station 
whilst further checks were carried out. 

She was eventually charged with six offences 
under the Trade Marks Act 1994. 

The arrest was carried out by members of the 
new Kensington and Chelsea Community Policing 
Team. 

Over 800 items were seized from the stall, in¬ 
cluding counterfeit Chanel, Louis Vuitton, Hermes 
and Mulberry. 

In sentencing her the court said the large num¬ 
ber of fake goods warranted a custodial sentence, 
suspended for 12 months. 
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their plan to reduce overheads and free up funding to 
spend directly on children’s education. 

“As well as refurbished buildings, the union will also 
mean that Maxilla’s well regarded speech and lan¬ 
guage therapy services will be joining forces with Gol¬ 
borne’s outstanding Special Educational Needs 
resources to create a centre of excellence for specialist 
services to young children. 

“But there will also be some reconfiguration. There 
will, for example, be a reduction in the number of part- 
time nursery school places as the new centre focuses 


instead on places for those children and families most 
in need, such as two year olds from families who qual¬ 
ify for Government childcare support”. 

The counci, however, claims: “Not all of the part- 
time and full-time nursery places on offer in North 
Kensington are currently filled, so there will continue 
to be sufficient capacity in the area to meet demand 
for nursery places from parents. 

“There will be no reduction in children’s centre serv¬ 
ices and services that were on offer at Maxilla will be 
available nearby, including at the Golborne site”. 



NEWS FROM 
NICK... 

with Nicholas Paget-Brown, 
Leader of the Royal Borough 
of Kensington and Chelsea 


Sensible reasons for 
backing green policies 


I T’S Climate Week and the Council 
has been marking it with a series 
of events and talks. But our com¬ 
mitment to the issue goes a little 
deeper than a contribution to an an¬ 
nual PR event. 

Since 2008 the Council has reduced its own 
carbon footprint by more than 20 per cent and 
we are aiming to get it down by 40 per cent by 
2020. We’ve achieved that in a few big ways, 
for example replacing our old sports centre 
with a new environmentally friendly one and 
in lots and lots of smaller ways too, iike more 
efficient heating and lighting and a greener 
vehicle fleet to name just 
two. And our carbon strat¬ 
egy is paying off, not just in 
carbon saved but also in 
lower fuel bills. 

But having said all that, I 
know that climate change 
can be a divisive issue. The 
University of East Anglia’s 
‘Climategate’ scandal was 
not pretty, and we have all 
noticed that the response to 
climate change scepticism 
can sometimes sound more 
like a 13th century crack¬ 
down on heresy than open 
scientific argument. 

But I’m guessing that is mostly the fault of 
pressure groups and fanatics, who always 
seem to make sensible debate impossible. The 
fact remains that when it comes to the sci¬ 
ence, the balance of opinion still seems to be 
that climate change is real. Do we ignore that 
and hope for the best or do we make take 
some sensible precautionary adjustments to 
reduce our impact? As a cautious man I am 
definitely in favour of the latter. 

But even if man-made climate change didn’t 
exist, I can’t help feeling that we would want 
to do many of the same sort of things anyway, 
for other perfectly good and sensible policy 
reasons. 

Fossil fuels are finite, so one way or another 
we need to find reliable and renewable alter¬ 
natives. And quite often the regimes that sup¬ 


ply those fuels are unstable, and unpleasant. 
Who can forget that in the winter of 2009 Rus¬ 
sia cut off gas supplies to its neighbours; I 
think that was a wake-up call for a lot of peo¬ 
ple. And let’s not forget that the price of fossil 
fuels has been unpredictable to say the least, 
and we have all felt that in our bills, at home 
and at the pumps. 

If we can develop renewable energy and al¬ 
ternative sources of energy here at home, it 
will mean that progress can continue after the 
fossil fuels have gone, it will mean energy se¬ 
curity and new jobs here in the UK and it 
might just help to keep our fuel bills down 
too. 

And then there is the environment; in places 
our local air quality is 
some of the worst in the 
country and according to 
Public Health England air 
quality is a factor in one 
out of every twelve deaths 
in London and that’s be¬ 
fore we have even started 
to worry about floods, 
droughts and the poor 
polar bear. 

I suppose my message is 
don’t let the swivel-eyed 
commissars of climate 
change put you off, there 
are plenty of perfectly sen¬ 
sible reasons for backing green policies and 
that is just what your perfectly sensible Coun¬ 
cil is trying to do. 


• ASK NICK: A conversation with 
the Council Leader. 

Cllr Nick Paget-Brown wants to 
know what the Council is doing well, 
what we can improve and hear any 
of your suggestions for the future. 
Come along to the latest Ask Nick 
event on Thursday, March 5th 2015, 
6pm refreshments, starts 6.30pm 
at the Second Church of Christ, 
Scientist, Palace Gardens Terrace, 
W8 4RT 

www.rbkc.gov.uk/asknick 


If we can develop 
renewable energy 
and alternative 
sources of energy 
here at home, it will 
mean that progress 
can continue after 
the fossil fuels 
have gone ^ 



THE ROYAL BOROUGH OF 

KENSINGTON 
AND CHELSEA 


gre.ac.uk/opendays 


To contact the Leader of the Council, Cllr Nick 
Paget-Brown, email theleader@rbkc.gov.uk 
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NEWS FROM WESTMINSTER edit@londonweeklynews.co.uk 

City residents will pay the 
lowest council tax in country 

RESIDENTS in central London are once 
again set to benefit from the lowest council 
tax in the country, after Westminster City 
Council set out its budget for the next 12 
months at its Cabinet meeting. 

If the council votes to freeze its council tax at a full 
council meeting next week, it will be the eighth suc¬ 
cessive year that Westminster has achieved the feat. 

Setting the council tax precept in Westminster at just 
£377.74 for a Band D property, 

Council Leader Cllr Philippa Roe hailed the achieve¬ 
ment as a huge boost for hard working families in the 
city. 

She said: “Our budget is a direct response to our res- 


BY LWN reporter 


idents’ wishes, and lies at the heart of everything we 
do - clean streets, excellent services, low tax, working 
with residents, investing in the city, helping those that 
need it most, generating opportunities for employment 
and making it easier to do business with us. 

“Our priority remains to give people, families and 
businesses the confidence and opportunities to thrive 
in our dynamic, creative and world leading city. We 
also aim to strengthen connections amongst residents, 
businesses and visitors as everyone plays their part in, 
and benefits from, the city’s success. 

“Whilst we are seeing living standards rise and more 


and more people into work, it doesn’t mean that we 
should be hiking up council tax and throwing those 
hard-working people off course. 

“We will continue to find the innovative ways of 
working here at Westminster, to ensure that all the 
savings we make are passed on to the people that live 
here. Having low council tax shows our commitment 
to our residents, it shows that we are on their side. 

“To freeze for eight years in a row is an impressive 
effort, but we have also managed to keep our services 
among some of the best in the country - our satisfac¬ 
tion rates have never been higher.” 

The council has made a commitment to save £100m 
over the next three years - by being even smarter in 
the way we do things and turning to digital solutions, 


in order to continue driving improvements in front¬ 
line services while making the back office as efficient 
as possible. 

While funding to the council has been reduced by 
just over £24m this year the challenge has been met 
with a robust and balanced budget setting process that 
started in the autumn of 2014. 

The budget includes further investment in schools 
and health, including a doubling of the budget for the 
Better Care Fund, from £9m to £18.2m, to help the 
elderly and most vulnerable. There is also an film 
investment in jobs from the London-wide Growth 
Deal, led by Westminster City Council. 

The budget will now go forward to full council for 
approval this week. 




Chinese New Year celebrations 
at the Charing Cross Library 


FAMILIES cele¬ 
brated Chinese New 
Year at an event in 
Westminster City 
Council’s Charing 
Cross library on Sat¬ 
urday, February 21st 
to mark the Year of 
the Goat. 

There was an excel¬ 
lent turn out with 
many of the atten¬ 
dees dressed in tradi¬ 
tional costume to 
partake in celebra¬ 
tions with the Chi¬ 
nese New Year lion 
dance, followed by 
music and craft 
workshops. 

It is the first time 


Charing Cross library has 
hosted the event during Chi¬ 
nese New Year, recognising 
the growing number of new 
Chinese families in the area 
with representatives from He- 
bier, the Chinese Mothers and 
Children’s UK Association, 
joining in the fun. 



First views of 
Garden Bridge 

LONDON developer St Edward has released the 
first image of London’s new iconic landmark, 
The Garden Bridge, from an historic corner of the 
Strand. 

For the first time, residents from St Edward’s 
new development 190 Strand and those working 
along London’s most famous thoroughfare can 
view their path from Temple across the “floating 
garden” towards the South Bank. 

Conceived by actress Joanna Lumley and de¬ 
signed by award-winning architect Thomas 
Heatherwick, the Garden Bridge will feature in¬ 
digenous river edge trees, shrubs and wildflowers 
creating a new green paradise for locals and vis¬ 
itors alike. 

From the exquisitely designed apartments and 
penthouses at 190 Strand, residents have unri¬ 
valled views of London’s newest attraction me¬ 
andering across the River Thames. The £500m 
development, which comprises of 206 new 
homes, public spaces and gardens, sits just metres 
from the Garden Bridge’s north bank entrance at 
the foot of Arundel Street. Locals strolling across 
this corner of the Strand’s public promenade will 
also be able see the capital’s new green oasis. 

•190 Strand is scheduled for completion in 
2017, while The Garden Bridge will be open 
to the public from 2018. 
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Portobello & Colborne 


From pig farm to city icon 


■ BARROW BOYS - AND GIRLS! Costermonger Jim Devlin, who renovated the market barrow which 
took pride of place in the Mayor's Parlour, pictured with Mark Barr, the chairman of the market man¬ 
agement committee, and other market supporters. 


j PORTOBELLO 
\ ROAD. W.ll. 1 

About the market 

• PORTOBELLO and Golborne market spans 
a mile and connects some of London's most 
affluent neighbourhoods with some of its 
poorest. The resulting melting pot brings 
traders and customers from every corner of 
the globe and socioeconomic level together. 
Next to a gourmet purchasing truffles is a 
person seeking a bargain household item. 

• THE Portobello and Golborne Manage¬ 
ment Committee (PGMC) is an independent 
non-profit body established to represent the 
interests of street traders, local businesses 
and residents. 

• IT WORKS in partnership with the Royal 
Borough of Kensington and Chelsea across all 
areas affecting the market including waste 
collection and traffic control. 

• THE Royal Borough and the PGMC pro¬ 
mote diversity and community involvement 
in the market. The mix of products on sale is 
controlled to ensure that the market caters to 
a wide range of customers, and affordable 
commodities remain available for the local 
community alongside items of more appeal 
to the visitors who include thousands of 
tourists every week, bringing valuable in¬ 
come to the area. 

• NEW traders are strongly encouraged, es¬ 
pecially those with original merchandise, and 
the importance having specialist and alterna¬ 
tive products is recognised and supported. 

• FIFTY people had a go at market trading 
during 2014 Love Your Local Market fortnight 
by taking part in 'taster trading' and hiring a 
pitch for just £10 a day. 

• COMMUNITY inclusion is a key tenet of the 
market's ethos. Many community groups 
have helped support market events through¬ 
out the year. During the Diamond Jubilee, a 
celebration involved the Salvation Army, 
Women's Institute and YMCA Leap4ward, 
many of those taking part subsequently got 
involved in fashion or food-themed events. 


By Editor Philip Evans 

at the anniversary launch 

P ORTOBELLO and Golborne Road 
Market - set to celebrate its 150th year 
with a year-long celebration - has 
come a long way since it was a pig farm in 
the 1860s. 

The market kicked off the anniversary celebrations 
at a special celebration hosted by the Mayor of Kens¬ 
ington and Chelsea, Cllr Maighread Condon-Sim- 
monds, with the focus of the month firmly on vintage 
fashion, reflecting the fact that over the years many 
famous fashion names have a connection with Porto¬ 
bello such as Vivienne Westwood, Paul Smith and 
Cath Kidston. 

Speaking at the launch in the Mayor’s Parlour, be¬ 
fore a gathering of invited guests connected with the 
market, Cllr Condon-Simmonds said: “We are de¬ 
lighted to celebrate Portobello and Golborne Road 
Market’s 150th year. It has evolved over the years 
from stalls selling milk, fresh fruit and vegetables to 
second hand clothes, fashion, literature, antiques, 
street food and leisure goods.” 

“We’re looking forward to next 150 years’ trading 
and to ensure it is on a sound footing going forward 
the council has invested in the area including adding 
new market pitches and improving the public realm. 
Our markets team work with traders and local suppli¬ 
ers to promote Road Food events to showcase the im¬ 
portance of food to the market and we are working 
with our local schools to introduce the next generation 
of traders.” 

Guests had been welcomed by Mark Barr BEM, 
chairman of the Portobello and Golborne Management 
Committee, who reminded the guests that the market 
was operating long before the Royal Borough of Kens¬ 
ington & Chelsea was in place. 

Councillor Tim Ahem, Cabinet member for Environ¬ 
ment, Environmental Health and Leisure, responsible 
for the market, also addressed the gathering stressing 
how important Portobello and Golborne Market was 
to the Royal Borough and how they were confident it 
would to go from strength to strength. 

One of the most high profile local residents, film 
maker and DJ Don Letts, then gave his unique take on 
life in and around Portobello Road. (See his full 
speech on facing page), 

To mark the anniversary a special 150-year edition 


of the Notting Hill Shopping Bag has been commis¬ 
sioned. Visitors to the markets can win a bag if they 
tweet a photograph with the hashtag #pogol50 that 
reflects that month’s theme. Following February’s 
fashion theme, the spotlight is on books and literature 
for March and music for April. 

Love Your Market 

The month of May will celebrate national Love 
Your Local Market Fortnight with guided shopping 
tours by the market’s staff. Other themes include arts 
and culture in June, community in July, Carnival in 
August and antiques in November. 

In the 1860s Portobello Road was a simple country 
lane where farmers sold their produce to local people. 
All that changed in 1864 with the opening of the Met¬ 
ropolitan Railway Notting Hill station - now known 
as Ladbroke Grove Station. It transformed the area 
and bringing new customers to the local farmers. 

Portobello and Golborne Road Market further ex¬ 
panded in the 1920s, with discharged soldiers and 
sailors from World War I seeking to earn a living by 
trading throughout the week. 


Spanish immigrants fleeing the civil war in their 
country added to the area’s diversity in the 1930s, by 
which time second hand clothes, shoes and ornament 
stalls had joined the traditional fruit, vegetables, 
salad, meat, fish and flowers. Portuguese people set¬ 
tled in the area after the Second World War, with sev¬ 
eral specialist shops still trading in Golborne Road. 

Antiques started to appear in the 1940s and 50s 
when Islington’s Caledonian market closed and 
traders needed to find a new home. Most antique 
stalls are open only on Saturday, which has always 
been the market’s busiest day. 

The 1940s and 50s also saw the arrival of Caribbean 
immigrants who came in response to post-war labour 
shortages 

The market has also featured in films such as Bed- 
knobs and Broomsticks (1971), Notting Hill (1999), 
and Paddington Bear (2014), as well as many televi¬ 
sion programmes, popular songs and literary works. 
Each has sparked the curiosity of a new generation of 
visitors and traders. 


• ENTERTAINMENT by local musicians, 
school and community choirs has been a fea¬ 
ture at special Winter Sunday markets. 

• SCHOOLCHILDREN have also visited the 
market to learn about fresh produce. 

• PITCHES can be made available free to 
charity and community groups. Local chari¬ 
ties receive a share of profits from the Not¬ 
ting Hill shopping bag scheme. The bags, 
which are designed by local schoolchildren 
and residents, were initiated by the PGMC 
and are sold throughout the market. 

• The PGMC and RBKC market teams appre¬ 
ciate the market does not exist in isolation 
but has an important relationship with local 
retailers, food businesses and residents. To 
ensure everyone has a voice there are regular 
meetings of Market Streets Action Group. In 
addition eight councillors across the political 
spectrum agreed to be Market Champions 
representing the interests of the market 
within the wider community 




I MARK Atkinson, Market Development Officer, 
pictured with Cllr Emma Dent Coade, Golborne . 
Ward member and Leader of the Labour Group. 
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■ MARKETS chairman Mark 
Barr BEM pictured with his 
Market150 team. 


■ COSTERMONGER Jim Devlin lines up 
with the Mayor, Cllr Maighread Condon- 
Simmonds, and models at the launch cer¬ 
emony. 
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I MARK Barr BEM, chairman of | 
I the management committee pic-1 
I tured with the Mayor, Councillor | 
I Maighread Condon-Simmonds. 
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O N HIS arrival at Tilbury 
Docks from the 
Caribbean in 1948 Lord 
Kitchener sang “London 
is the place for me”. I was 
born in the Royal Borough of Kensing¬ 
ton in 1956 and London 
is the place for me too. 

I’ve been living in the area for 
the past 30-odd years and for as 
long as I can remember a major 
part of its attraction was its sense 
of community - quite a feat con¬ 
sidering the mix of people from 
different social, economic and 
cultural backgrounds. 

Indeed it’s this very dynamic 
that has given the neighbour¬ 
hood its unique identity and to 
my mind it’s Golborne and Por- 
tobello markets that provides the 
glue that holds it all together. 

The antiques market has given 
it an international profile and 
does wonders for the area’s economy, but it’s the 
market traders - especially the fruit and veg stalls 
who’ve been there since the 19 th Century - that pro¬ 
vide the heart and soul. 

Most importantly, as one ethnic group gives way 
to another, they’ve been quick to move with the 
times and their cultural demands. They’ve also 
managed to survive being undercut by the super¬ 
markets and their satellite stores - not to mention 
the digital age as more and more people shop on¬ 
line and have their groceries delivered direct to 


By DON LETTS 

Film-maker, musician and DJ 

their door. 

So now, more than ever, both Golborne and Por- 
tobello markets need support as their presence is 
integral to the vibe of the area 
and its ongoing sense of com¬ 
munity. 

Without a doubt, gentrifica- 
tion has made a mark, house 
prices have soared and there’s 
now lots of restaurants and 
shops with rents that only cor¬ 
porate chains can afford. 
Which is great for the land¬ 
lords but not so good for the 
cultural landscape. 

Great heritage 
Do tourists really want to see 
another imitation of Oxford 
Street? I think not. So it’s left 
to the market traders to con¬ 
tinue what is a great heritage 
and tradition. 

Max Bygraves once sang “Fings Ain’t What They 
Used To Be” and truth be told, nothing is. Change 
is inevitable, but it’s not an either-or situation - all 
these things can exist side-by-side. 

Indeed the neighbourhood has a long history of 
this and it’s the sum total of these different ele¬ 
ments that have given the area a global identity as 
one of the most creative and diverse communities 
in London - not bad for an area that started out as 
a pig farm. 


6 Both 
Golborne and 
Portobello 
markets provide 
a much more 
healthy 

and more social 
option in the 
digital age 



■ SUPPORTING THE MARKET: BBC radio presenter, film-maker and musician Don Letts has lived in 
the Royal Borough for 30 years and describes the market area as "one of the most creative and di¬ 
verse communities in London" 


Now in the 21 st Century a community can exist 
in cyberspace - but a neighbourhood, well that’s 
something else. 

But it doesn’t require a lot of effort and it’s a lot 
more rewarding - all you’ve got to do is power 
down and get involved. 

Both Golborne and Portobello markets provide 


a much more healthy and more social option in the 
digital age: you can exercise with a stroll, engage 
with your fellow human beings, and get your five 
a day - bargain! 

Hear the Don Letts show, Culture Clash Radio, 
on BBC Radio 6 Music Sunday nights 10.0-12.0 
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Celebrating the 150th 
anniversary of the 
Portobello & Golborne 
Market in Notting Hill 
For full details go to the 
website 

www.shopportobello.co.uk 

Supported by The Portobello & 
Golborne Management 
Committee 


■ THOSE WERE THE DAYS: One of the many costermongerswho sold fruit and vegetables at the Por¬ 
tobello Road market. 
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NEWS FROM WESTMINSTER & PIMLICO 


Stores get together to 
support Trinity Hospice 



SAINSBURY’S stores in Pim¬ 
lico, Brixton and Nine Elms 
have worked together to donate 
611 Easter eggs to the Trinity 
Hospice in Clapham. 

The charity has set a target to 
collect more than 5,000 eggs, to 
help raise vital funds for the 
hospice. Since the campaign 
began in 1999, it has raised 
£76,000 for Trinity. 

Trinity Hospice fundraser, 
Benjamin Morrison said: 
“Thank you to Sainsbury’s 


Nine Elms, Pimlico and Brix¬ 
ton for their very generous do¬ 
nations of easter eggs towards 
our Easter Chick Campaign. 
Gifts in kind are a great help to 
us and these eggs will raise 
vital funds for Trinity”. 

Andy Robins, store manager 
at Nine Elms Temp added: 

“I’d like to thank the Pimlico 
and Brixton stores for coming 
together with us to make this 
donation of Easter eggs for 
Trinity Hospice. It’s important 


that we’re active in our local 
communities and we strive to 
make a positive difference”. 

If you like to find our more 
infomtion on the Trinity Hos¬ 
pice Easter Chick Campaign 
and how to get involved your¬ 
self or a group of friends, 
please follow the link below for 
more information. 

http ://www.trinityhospice .org 
.uk/supporting- 
us/community/easter-chick- 
campaign 


Are you paying rent on a poorly 
maintained property? 

Get the compensation you deserve! 


S No win no fee 
S Potential for legal aid 
S Free initial assessment 
S Leading law firm for social housing disputes 


r 


Alex from South London 

received 


£10,500 

L in compensation j 



"They were excellent in 
every respect. I can't think 
of anything that they could 
have done better" 
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Call us free on 0800 437 0322 

We're ready to help you get the compensation you deserve 

180 North Gower Street, London, NW1 2NB 

www.hja.net 
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Writing for the London 
Weekly News every 
week, London's most 
outspoken entrepreneur 
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Having a job is about self 
worth as well as a wage 


I N just the same way unscrupulous 
businesses that fail to pay the mini¬ 
mum wage are put to the sword, we 
need to block those employing people on 
zero-hours contracts. 

In the simplest of terms, it’s abusing the system 
and sticks two fingers up at an economy that the 
rest of us are working so hard to support. 

What’s most surprising to me is that despite zero- 
hours contracts being treated like economic lep¬ 
rosy by most-right thinking business owners, they 
have actually spread quicker than a social media 
debate about the colour of a dress! 

Since 2013, according to figures from the Office 
of National Statistics, the number of zero-hours 
contracts has jumped by 400,000 to 1.8 million. 

That’s a hell of a lot of people without the guar¬ 
antee of a minimum number of hours of employ¬ 
ment. 

The argument that people prefer the flexibility of 
zero-hours employment just doesn’t wash with 
me. Even employees with kids, or those balancing 
studying with part-time work, who need flexible 
employment still need some sort of financial secu¬ 
rity. 

After all, landlords or mortgage providers would¬ 
n’t be happy with a zero-payment from someone 
on a zero-hours contract! 

And in the same vein as minimum wage-avoid¬ 
ing firms, how are these contracts meant to encour¬ 
age people to get into work? 

Getting people working is what’s going to make 
the economy grow, but instead, all these businesses 
are doing is helping to reinforce the culture of mak¬ 
ing a life on benefits more attractive than a life of 
employment. 

And, just like not receiving the minimum wage, 


zero-hours contracts offer no incentive for people 
to go to work. Of course, having a job isn’t just 
about the wage. It’s also about encouraging a 
sense of self-worth and making people feel like 
they are a valued and contributing member of so¬ 
ciety. 

How can people do that if they turn up to their 
place of work to be told they should go home be¬ 
cause there are no hours for them? 

Businesses have a responsibility to the people 
they employ and that includes a guarantee of a cer¬ 
tain level of work. It’s simple common sense with 
not even a single shade of grey - you either employ 
someone, or you don’t. 

Creating employment 

I believe a full-time job should be a promise of 
work for a minimum of 35-40 hours a week and 
only less if it’s an agreed part-time position or job¬ 
share arrangement. 

Anything other than that isn’t ‘a job’ at all. 

One of the greatest satisfactions I get from being 
a business owner is creating employment. While 
Labour would like to paint a picture of entrepre¬ 
neurs as money-obsessed monsters willing to tread 
on anyone in their path to get their hands on the 
cash, we do actually have other motivations. 

Seeing my workforce reap the rewards of our 
successful business through our collective efforts 
is extremely fulfilling. 

I don’t think this is a romantic, rose-tinted view. 
In fact, it has to be the reality. The economy can’t 
afford for it not to be. 

If these immoral employers get their way with 
their use of zero-hours contracts, the country will 
either end up with a zombie workforce lurching be¬ 
tween sofa and workplace hoping for the sniff of a 
few hours paid graft, or even worse, a country with 
a hamstrung economy held back by a benefits-ad- 
dicted population. 


As I've been saying - review sites need reviewing! 


I’VE said it all along, review sites need re¬ 
viewing - they need to be controlled or closed 
down. The ease to be able to damage a busi¬ 
ness in a matter of a few clicks online is 
shocking. 

You would think that a receipt would be the 
absolute minimum requirement to write a re¬ 
view on a public site, but that’s definitely not 
the case. 

These types of sites allow unfair and some¬ 
times libellous reviews to be posted anony¬ 
mously without any form of proof that you’ve 


used the service you’re reviewing. This means 
that anyone, literally anyone, can damage the 
reputation of genuine honest businesses. 
Don’t get me wrong, I’m all for sharing busi¬ 
nesses recommendations to help put the word 
out of their services - but I’m sick of hearing 
about the damage reckless reviews are doing 
to good businesses. 

I’m not an registered member of any review 
site, they’re all rubbish and simply take your 
money for doing nothing. 
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Spec ific atl 


acorn.ltd.uk 


iui c 


NTS ON The 
TO LET. 


• 1, 2, 3, & 4 bedroom apartments 

• Light and contemporary design 

• Communal gardens 

• Integrated kitchen appliances 

□acorn 


• Access to roof terrace or balcony 

• Close to local amenities 

• Modern energy efficient new build 

• Close to Central London 


020 7820 6090 

kennington@acorn.ltd.uk 
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ADVERTISING FEATURE 


Passport to perfect Pimlico 



The business is described in the NHS choices 
web site as follows: 


■ ORANGE SQUARE iat the junction of Pimlico Road Ebury Street - one of the landmarks of 
Pimlico, thought to have been derived from a tavern named the Duke of Orange. 

The compact well lit gym area has a full range of 
cardio, resistance and free weight equipment and a 

“We are a family run business offering NHS and lar § e floor area for stretching and mat based exer- 
private prescription services. We carry out medi- cises. Contract free memberships and class passes 
cine use reviews and a 'new medicine service’ as are available and those interested should contact 
well as offering free blood pressure checks and chris@pimlicofitness.com for more information, 
healthy living advice. 

“In addition to this we carry a full range of per¬ 
sonal care and healthcare products ranging from 
vitamins to first aid. Our perfumery is excellent 
and our range of skincare includes Clarins, Avene, 

Nuxe and Ren products.” 

Telephone: 020 7834 2816. 


Pride of Pimlico 

O 3 Large Screen TVs 
O Free WiFi 


P IMLICO is one of London's most 
charming and sought after communi¬ 
ties, known for its grand garden 
squares and impressive Regency architec¬ 
ture. 

At Pimlico's heart is a highly disciplined 
grid of residential streets laid down by the 
planner Thomas Cubitt beginning in 1825 
and now protected as the Pimlico Conser¬ 
vation Area. 

Pimlico is also home to the pre-World War 
II Dolphin Square development and the pi- 


Grace’s Curtains 
Lupus Street 

GRACE STEDMAN has been in business for al¬ 
most 30 years years, both in Somerset and London. 
For the majority of that time she has successfully 
run Grace’s in Lupus Street. 

Grace says: “We are bespoke curtain makers with 
our own workroom where you can see your order 
being worked on , we also do upholstery to the very 
highest standard we do bespoke furniture made to 
any size and design to meet your personal require¬ 
ments. we also can supply lighting either antique 
or new again to the customers’ requirements, we 
can supply beds again to any size and any design, 
we have worked from 16 century country house to 


oneering Churchill Gardens and Lillington 
and Longmoore Gardens estates, now des¬ 
ignated conservation areas in their own 
right. 

The area has over 350 Grade II listed 
buildings and several Grade IP listed 
Churches. 

Pimlico is proud of its friendly and caring 
family spirit, exemplified by a vibrant trad¬ 
ing community, some of whom are fea¬ 
tured on these pages. 


up to date modern homes also top restaurants in 
central London, we also take contract work i.e. bou¬ 
tique hotels. 

I personally like to see to my customers I also like 
to measure and design my preference to see you at 
your home and to try and design to what you want 
and are happy with and put it all together for you 
on a story board. I do a free home measuring and 
design service within a five mile radius, and only 
charge is for travelling expenses after that. 

We with the top supplier i.e. Sanderson, Colefax 
and Fowler, James hare silk, Titley and Marr, Swaf- 
fer to name but a few... 

Web Site - www.gracescurtains.co.uk 

Expert Cleaners 
Tachbrook Street 

EXPERT CLEANERS in Tachbrook Street, are 
a Pimlico family-run dry cleaners that have been 
servicing the community since 1979. 

They offer a wide range of services which are car¬ 
ried out on the premises, pick up and delivery serv¬ 
ice, high quality tailoring 
All staff are SATRA trained and qualified to en¬ 
sure customers receive the very best in laundry and 
tailoring services. Every item that passes through 
their doors is inspected, treated for stains, cleaned, 
hand finished and, if necessary, repaired or altered. 
They always go the extra mile for customers, of¬ 
fering a special two hour service available for those 
in a rush. Telephone 0207 834 7978 

Portmans Pharmacy 
Tachbrook Street 

PORTMANS PHARMACY in Tachbrook Street 
was established in the late 1960s and offers a com¬ 
plete lifestyle and health advice service. 

With two consultation rooms, the pharmacy offers 
health checks and stop smoking services, operates 
a travel clinic and stocks everything you need for 
your general heathcare needs. 

Portmans also have extensive mobility aids and 
equipment instock. 


Pimlico Fitness 
Lupus Street 

PIMLICO FITNESS, based in Lupus Street, 
prides itself on being an innovative company with 
a Wellness gym facility, offering fitness classes and 
personal training to improve health and fitness. 

The new gym and sports hall at the Pimlico Acad¬ 
emy offers you qualified and experienced instruc¬ 
tors taking you through a good, effective and 
enjoyable workout. 

This small friendly community gym - in the heart 
of Pimlico - has a wide range of fun interactive 
classes with great teachers. 

They are contract free and strive towards helping 
members achieve their individual goals. They also 
offer a wide range of classes with the highest cali¬ 
bre instructors. Pimlico Fitness will help you get 
where you want to be. 


O Under New Management 

85 Tachbrook Street 
Pimlico 

London SW1V 2QA 
020 7834 3031 


Pride of Pimlico 
Tachbrook Street 

THE PRIDE OF PIMLICO is traditional style 
London public house with three large screen tele¬ 
visions, pool table and a wide range of draught and 
bottled beers 

The Pride is under the new manager Richard 
O'Brien, who has been in the licensed trade for 43 
years. He was previously a publican on the presti¬ 
gious Chelsea's Kings Road and is looking to bring 
a new element to this already successful establish¬ 
ment. Tel: 020 7834 3031 


GiiACU'S 

CURTAINS 

• Curtains 

• Upholstery 

• Lighting 

• Beds to order 
•Bespoke furniture 


Call today 

020 7976 6064 

gracescurtains.co.uk 

63 Lupus St, London, SW1V 3EY 



70 %^ 
OFF J 

WITH THIS ” 
ADVERT - 

T&C's apply 

Try Our Pick Up & Delivery Service 


• Dry Cleaning 

• Express Shirt Service 

• Curtain Cleaning 
(lake down & rehang) 

• Tailoring & Alteration 

• Lining Service 

• Laundry Bag Wash 


CUT OUT THE MIDDLE MAN ALL SERVICES CARRIED OUT 
ON OUR PREMISES 

We will handle your garments and items with the utmost care and 
level of professionalism at every stage of the cleaning process. 


89 Tachbrook Street, London SW1V 2QA 

Shop 0207 834 7978 
Mob 07832 324 877 




PORTMANS 

pharmacy 

Travel Clinic 


Collection/Delivery from Surgery 
to Home 

Wide Range of Mobility Aids 
Large Selection of Ladies 
Accessories & Bags 
FREE NHS Health Checks & 
Smoking Cessation 
Fast, Friendly, Reliable Service 

93 Tachbrook Street, Pimlico, 
London SW1V 2QA 

Tel: 020 7834 2816 



Pimlico Fitness 


PtMUCO 

fitness 

Mondays 
19:00 Pilates 

19:10 Zumba (Churchill Gardens hall) 
20:00 Circuits 

Tuesdays 

19:30 Abs blast (members only) 

Wednesdays 

19:15 Womens body conditioning 
(members only) 

Thursdays 
19:00 Pilates 

19:30 Zumba (Churchill Gardens hall) 

Saturdays 
9am Run club 
10am 
1 lam 


info@pimlicofitness.com 




CiT 

Cila Hairdressing 

cilahairdressing 

& Beauty 

| offer: | 


Book a pampering hair and 
beauty session for 2 
the week before Mothers Day 
and receive 20% discount 

020 7630 8882 

99 Tachbrook Street, London SW1V 2QA 
www.cilahairdressing.co.uk 

Cila Hairdressing & Beauty 
Tachbrook Road 

CILA HAIRDRESSING & BEAUTY in Tach¬ 
brook Street has been established for eight years 
during which time they have built up a loyal cus¬ 
tomer base. 

Cile, just two minutes from Pimlico Tube Sta¬ 
tion, is a true community hairdresser which also 
offers beauty treatments, taking pride in their 
friendly, professional staff and warm and relaxed 
atmosphere. Services include cut and blow dry, 
colouring, manicure, pedicure and massage. 

Tel: 020 7630 8882 
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Pimlico - proud of 
its heritage and 
caring community 


Memento Flowers 
Tachbrrok Street 

MEMENTO FLOWERS in Tachbrook Street are 
proud of the fact that they are a highly reputable 
company that has fully embraced the principles of 
fair trade, empahsised on their website which sates: 
“From our perspective you, our customers, are the 
sole purpose of our business existence and without 
your good will and continued patronage our busi¬ 
ness surely would not be able to survive nor flour¬ 
ish.” 

Memento Flowers has two two excellent and 
well patronised shops located in Pimlico and 
Chelsea, specialising in roses, Mothers Day flow¬ 
ers, hand tied bouquets, modern flowers and or¬ 
chids They also sell the finshing touches which 
include wine, champagne,balloons, chocolates and 
vases. Order Hotline: 0800 37 66 547 



Pimlico Bit’s & Pc’s 
Tachbrook Street 


^PK tetlfo 

91 Tachbrook Street, Westminster 
gCM SW1V2QA 

Tel: 020 782 197 00 
020 775 145 97 
www.mementoflowers.com 


ORDER HOTLINE 0800 3766 547 


- ORDER EARLY FOR MOTHERS DAY 

on 15th March 

Making Waves 
Charlwood Street 

MAVING WAVES HAIRDRESSING has been in 
business in Charlwood Street since the 1960s, mak¬ 
ing them one of Pimlico’s longest established fam¬ 
ily run business and extremely well known in the 
community. 

Maving Waves specialises in colouring and 
styling and are proud of the fact that they have dealt 
with generations of local family clients from grand¬ 
parents to children 

The salon also offers a senior citizen discounted 
rate Monday - Thursday. 

To book call 020 7834 7914 


'm/i'K'm? 

TVrfVSS 

95 Charlwood Street 
Pimlico SW1V 4PB 

at corner of Charlwood Street and Lupus Street 



Making Waves is a local family run salon that has 
been open in Pimlico since 1960. 

We try to offer a relaxed and professional 
atmosphere that we hope all our clients enjoy. 

We hope to welcome you soon. 

t: 020 7834 7914 


PIMLICO BIT’S & PC’S, based in Tachbrook 
Street, provide an essential and invaluable service 
for computer buffs, underataking maintenance and 
repairs for all kinds of computers and laptop, in¬ 
cluding Apple Macs. 

The business prides itself on its freindly and reli¬ 
able service, offering a courier service, money 
transfer, mobile accessories and internet services. 

Telephone 020 3262 0098 



Westminster Carpets & Flooring 
Denbigh Street 


WESTMINSTER CARPETS & FLOORING 

are delighted to offer a selection of quality carpets 
and flooring alternatives. 

To organise a quote, drop into their conveniently 
located outlets in SWIV (Pimlico, Victoria, Central 
London), or SE22 (Dulwich, nSouth East London) 
or phone through on the freephone number and 
they will come to you. 

Westminster Carpets and Flooring are fully oper¬ 
ational throughout London, providing commercial 
and domestic clients throughout the capital with 
fully comprehensive service. They provide free es¬ 
timates without obligation and all work is profes¬ 
sionally carried out and guaranteed. 

They are specialists in quality carpeting Natural 
flooring and laminate sheet vinyl with their profes¬ 
sional knowledgeable staff always helpful thor¬ 
ough service. Tel: 0207 233 7755 


Where To Find 
Your New Local 

^ m 
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LONDON WIDE 


Charity flying high with new RAF partnership 





"A government grant 
for superfast broadband 
helped bring our 
designs to life" 

James Pickard, Founding Director of Cartwright Pickard Architects 

ii|! 


Challenge to increase the awareness of ovarian cancer 


• I’M writing to let your read¬ 
ers know that March is Ovarian 
Cancer Awareness Month. 

Each year in London 485 
women are diagnosed with ovar¬ 
ian cancer and 296 lose their 
lives. As there is no screening 
programme for ovarian cancer, 
it’s vital that every woman is 
aware of the symptoms - per¬ 
sistent bloating, difficulty eat¬ 
ing, abdominal pain and needing 
to wee more urgently - and visit 
their doctor with any concerns at 


the earliest opportunity. 

Yet our latest research shows 
that 75 per cent of women in 
London say that they are not 
confident about spotting the 
symptoms of ovarian cancer. We 
want this to change. 

It’s not too late for your read¬ 
ers to get involved. We are ask¬ 
ing people to get involved in our 
50s Challenge by telling 50 peo¬ 
ple about ovarian cancer or rais¬ 
ing £50 for Target Ovarian 
Cancer. The money your readers 


raise could help us fund new re¬ 
search and get information and 
support to women with ovarian 
cancer in the local area. 

For more information or to 
sign up to the 50 s challenge visit 
www.targetovariancancer.org .uk 
or give our events team a call on 
020 7923 5474. 

Annwen Jones 
Chief Executive for Target 
Ovarian Cancer 


CHILDREN’S cancer 
charity, Blue Skye 
Thinking, has been cho¬ 
sen by the University of 
London Air Squadron 
(ULAS) as its charity of 
the year and is already 
off to a flying start. 

The charity was set up 
by Andrew and Sally 
Hall in response to their 
four-year-old son Skye 
being diagnosed with 
medulloblastoma, an ag¬ 


gressive and cancerous 
brain tumour. Sadly 
Skye died at home aged 
just fiveyears-old last 
August. 

The first fundraising 
activity by the squadron, 
which is based in SW3, 
took place over three 
days in December at 
Earl’s Court, Maryle- 
bone and Blackfriars 
Underground stations. 
Fifteen ULAS personnel 


volunteered their time 
for a few hours each day 
to collect for the charity. 

Alex Allsebrook, 19, 
from Kent is second in 
charge of charities for 
ULAS. He said: “ We are 
a squadron of over 90 
RAF Volunteer Reserves 
pooled from London 
universities. As part of 
our squadron duties we 
raise money for one or 
two charities a year 


voted for by the 
squadron. This year we 
chose Blue Skye Think¬ 
ing as we were all very 
moved by the cause and 
what Sally and her fam¬ 
ily have been through 
over the last year. 

“We aimed to raise 
over £1,000 over the 
three days but at £1,888 
the total was nearly dou¬ 
ble. The response from 
the public and their atti¬ 


tude and generosity to¬ 
wards such a good cause 
was staggering and hope¬ 
fully this will set the 
precedent for our future 
fundraising activities for 
the charity.” 

Blue Skye Thinking’s 
goal is to get as much 
money as possible into 
the hands of the world's 
best researchers, so that 
all children diagnosed 
with brain tumours will 
have a better chance of 
survival and a better qual¬ 
ity of life post-treatment. 

The ULAS team have a 
number of further activi¬ 
ties planned, which in¬ 
clude a charity bag 
packing at Sainsbury’s 
Cromwell Road in April, 
a wing walk, a coast to 
coast bike ride, collec¬ 
tions at the RAF air 
shows and some of the 
team will also be taking 
part in the Tough Mudder 
in May and the Burghley 
Rat Race. 


■ BLUE SKYE COLLECTING: Officer Cadet Jewell Officer Cadet Allse¬ 
brook and Officer Cadet Aden 


It’s time for London Fashion Week to 
ramp up on diversity and accessibility 


■ TED Hill and Anne Wafula Strike 


Ted Hill MBE 
CEO, The British Polio 
Fellowship 


SI BUSINESS 
\ IS 

A GREAT 

BRITAIN 


• LONDON Fashion Week 
(LFW) drew to a close on Tues¬ 
day following a week of catwalk 
fashionistas displaying the latest 
designs that will inevitably hit 
the high street in one form or an¬ 
other in the near future. How¬ 
ever, for the approximate 
10.8million people living with 
disabilities in Britain, the cat- 
walk was once again hard to re¬ 
late to. 

Many expected LFW to follow 


New York Fashion Week’s lead, 
with the American fashion focal 
point causing a stir when it pro¬ 
moted diversity in using differ¬ 
ently able models as part of their 
exhibitions and created designs 
that could be transferred to a 
wheelchair. The move in the US 
clearly shows that the fashion 


industry is becoming more ac¬ 
cessible, but it’s now time for 
British designers to move with 
the times. 

The British Polio Fellowship 
have long been one of the front 
runners when it comes to acces¬ 
sibility campaigning. As CEO of 
the charity, I was proud last year 
when we created the first ever 
dress (to our knowledge) that 
was made to fully incorporate 
the wheelchair for our ambassa¬ 
dor and Paralympian Anne Wa¬ 
fula-Strike MBE and we 
continue to campaign for diver¬ 
sity in the fashion industry. 

Many of our members experi¬ 
ence challenges with accessibil¬ 
ity issues as the result of the late 
effects of Polio and Post Polio 
Syndrome (PPS) and we know 
the importance of a diverse and 
accessible Britain. For more in¬ 
formation on The British Polio 
Fellowship visit www.britishpo- 
lio.org.uk 


Businesses can now get a grant of up to £3,000 
to upgrade to a superfast connection. This pays 
for the installation costs; you just pay VAT and 
the monthly line rental. To find out more, visit 

connectionvouchers.co.uk 
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Hopes for wildlife pinned 
09 on royal visit to China 

ROYAT 

SPECIAL PRINCE WILLIAM MAKES HIS FEELINGS CLEAR IN HARD-HITTING VIDEO 


By Geoff Baker 

C ONSERVATIONISTS’ hopes are high that 
Prince William’s visit to China this week 
will shame its middle class into stopping 
their consumption of illegally-traded animals 
which now face extinction because the Chinese 
appetite is encouraging poaching. 

The royal visit to China by the Duke of Cam¬ 
bridge comes on the heels of blunt video messages 
to China by Prince William in which he warns that 
poaching “funds criminal gangs and even terrorist 
organisations”. 

The Prince has appealed to the Chinese to stop 
buying wild rhino horn. He said: “When the buy¬ 
ing stops the killing can too”. 

Conservation groups say China is the world’s 
largest consumer of illegal animal products includ¬ 
ing elephant ivory, rhino horn and the pangolin 
ant-eater - whose flesh is served in posh Beijing 
restaurants in dishes costing up to £200. 

Last week, in advance of the royal visit, Chinese 
authorities ordered a one-year ban on the import¬ 
ing of elephant ivory. Now conservationists hope 
this will be extended and other bans will follow 
after the prince’s influence spreads. 

Some Chinese believe that eating wild animals 
and using their bones for unfounded medical “ben¬ 
efits” is a sign of status. As the Chinese middle 
class has boomed over recent years with the 
growth of the Communist economy, it is providing 
a big market for animal poachers. 

The pangolin has been eaten in China at ban¬ 
quets and its scales are used in Chinese medicine. 


The Chinese Pangolin is now so rare that it has 
been listed as “critically endangered”, the worst 
rating for endangered animals. 

Because the pangolin is now so rare in China, 
poachers are taking pangolin from Africa to supply 
the market. The United For Wildlife organisation 
- of which Prince William is president - says one 
million pangolin have been snatched from the wild 
in the past 10 years. 

Professor John Baillie, conservation pro¬ 
grammes director of the Zoological Society of 
London, has warned that the Chinese appetite for 
the pangolin is driving 
^ the animal to extinction. 

® V 'hen the “All pangolin species 

hi iif i nn are now ^ stec ^ as threat- 

KJUyiniJ ened with extinction 

StODS the largely because they are 

^ illegally-traded to 

killing can China and Vietnam,” 

- said Professor Baillie. 

tOO ^ “In the 21st century 

we really should not be 
eating species to extinction”. 

William has been sent to China at the request of 
David Cameron’s Government, in the hope of 
boosting British exports to the Chinese. Foreign 
Office officials will not want the conservation¬ 
campaigning prince to embarrass the important 
trade partner - but animal campaigners are hoping 
that William will stick to messages which he has 
already aimed at the Chinese. 

Prince William has recorded two important 
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■ PRINCE William, 
President of United 
for Wildlife launches 
the campaign which 
aims to raise aware¬ 
ness of critically en¬ 
dangered species 
and the criminals 
who kill them for 


money 
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Duke of Cambridge on visit to China 


Prince’s plea to save the white rhino 


FROM page 1 

videos aimed at pricking the conscience of those, 
like the Chinese, who consume wild animals. One 
even has sub-titles in Mandarin. Last week’s ban 
indicates the Chinese are starting to listen. 

In a YouTube video for United For Wildlife, the 
Prince says: “I’m working with some of the 
world’s largest conservation organisations to fight 
the illegal wildlife trade. This criminal trade is re¬ 
sponsible for the illegal slaughter of tens of thou¬ 
sands of animals a year - famously elephants and 
rhinos. 

“These species have been pushed to the brink of 
extinction due to poaching. These magnificent 
creatures will die out in the wild during my life¬ 
time if we do not take notice now. 

“It may sound trivial set against other world 
problems but it is an important part of the jigsaw 
and it is one that you can do something about. 

“There is evidence that poaching funds criminal 
gangs and even terrorist organisations and it de¬ 
prives ancient communities of their livelihood and 
heritage. By spreading the message about poach¬ 
ing I hope that you will be part of a movement that 
says no to poached ivory and rhino horn and many 
other animal parts. 

“The humble pangolin, a scaly anteater, is one 
of the most endangered animals on the planet be¬ 
cause of poaching. The pangolin runs the risk of 
becoming extinct before most people have even 
heard of them. Please join us in United For 
Wildlife and help us save magnificent creatures”. 

In another video, for the conservation group 
WildAid, Prince William appears alongside fellow 
campaigner David Beckham to stop people buying 
rhino hom . Around 400 rhinos are slaughtered for 


their horn by poachers in South Africa each year. 

Chinese medicine has traditionally used pow¬ 
dered rhino horn because of the belief that it cures 
cancer and acts as a sex stimulant, hangover cure 
and lowers fever. Western medical research has re¬ 
vealed no evidence of this. 

In the WildAid video - which has subtitles in 
Mandarin - Prince William and David Beckham 
say: “Imagine if all the people in the world could 
fit into one football stadium. Sadly, all the wild 
rhinos in the world 
can, with room to 
spare. For some 
species it is almost too 
late - there are only 
seven Northern White 
Rhino left. 

“Ask your friends 
and family never to 
buy wild rhino horn 
and together we can 
save our wild rhinos. 

When the buying 
stops, the killing can 
too”. 

The Prince has been joined in his China-aimed 
campaign by Sir David Attenborough. In a letter 
to Xi Jinping, which has also been signed by 
Joanna Lumley and Ricky Gervais, the wildlife 
hero has urged the Chinese Communist Party 
leader to take action to protect animals facing ex¬ 
tinction. 

“The elephants of Africa are dying in their tens 
of thousands every year to provide ivory for mis¬ 
guided consumers in China and elsewhere,” runs 
the letter, “Without your help, they will continue 


£ These 
magnificent 
creatures will 
die out in the 
wild during 
my lifetime 
if we do not 
take notice 
now. ^ 



BELAIR HOUSE - 1st FRIDAY of each month 2015 


Join SoulFunky in this fully restored, 1785 Georgian Mansion 

Gallery Road, West DitLroick, London, SE21 7AB 
Strictly Over 30’s & Smart Dress / 8pm,- 2am/ Tickets £8.00 

StaMtii Iptmlk (Sfiniwuxb & StsAd^ML lShitKtu 

Top Draw GUEST DJ’s every month, (see, f SoulFunky Events) 
and: STEVE MAXWELL (SelecUikr adio.com/Soulfimky Euertts) 
also guesting: DJ’s PETE COLLINS, TONY FERNANDEZ, SLIM, 
ELLIOT M, TERRY JAMES, IAN GLOSS, 

SAM GREEN, HUET BARTELS and others 

Smart Casual Dress Essential (r.o.a.r.) / i.d. may be required / Wristbands to be worn at all times 
Tickets: www.soulfunky.co.uk / Or call: 07740 351163 


Facebook: SoulFunky Events , j „ Sundays - Midday to 2pm 
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■ WILDAID ambassador David Beckham and Prince William at the launch of the United for 
Wildlife campaign Photo REX 


r WHERE TO SEE YOUR ^ 
FAVOURITE ROYAL 


FULL details of future and recent events in the 
ever-busy diaries of the many members of The 
Royal Family are available from the official 
website www.royal.gov.uk 
but here’s the London schedule for the week 
ahead for Where To See A Royal. 

Tuesday, March 3rd 

• The Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh will 
host a stay at Buckingham Palace by the Presi¬ 
dent of the United Mexican States. 

• The Princess Royal, as Patron of UK Youth, 
will visit the Microsoft IT Youth Hub. 

• The Princess Royal, as Commandant-In- 
Chief of St John Ambulance, will open the Park 
Royal Complex NW10. 

Wednesday, March 4th 

• The Princess Royal, as President of RedR 
UK, will attend a reception at Lloyds Of Lon¬ 
don, Lime Street EC3. 

Thursday, March 5th 

• The Countess of Wessex, as Grand President 
of St John Ambulance, will attend the County 
Presidents’ Day at St John Ambulance, St John’s 
Lane EC1. 


• The Princess Royal, as President of the Na¬ 
tional Equine Forum, will attend the 2015 
Forum at the Institution of Mechanical Engi¬ 
neers , Birdcage Walk SW1. 

Monday, March 9th 

• The Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh will 
attend the Commonwealth Observance at West¬ 
minster Abbey. 

• The Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh will 
attend the Commonwealth Reception given by 
the Commonwealth Secretary General at Marl¬ 
borough House SW 1. 

• The Princess Royal, as Royal Patron of the 
London Scottish Football Club, will attend a 
dinner at Watches Of Switzerland, Regent Street 
Wl. 

• The Duke of Gloucester, as Patron of Leices¬ 
ter Cathedral’s King Richard III Appeal, will at¬ 
tend a dinner at Crosby Hall, Cheyne Walk 
SW3. 

Tuesday, March 10th 

• The Princess Royal, as Royal Patron of the 
Motor Neurone Disease Association, will hold a 
dinner at Buckingham Palace. 
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ROYAL LONDON 


As the Queen's reign beats the record 



Still no celebrations planned 
for our monarch’s milestone? 


By Geoff Baker 

J UNE 20th 2016 will mark National In¬ 
sect Week and plans by the Royal En¬ 
tomological Society are already well 
advanced on their website for events to cel¬ 
ebrate the acorn weevil, moths and wood 
ants. 

More imminently, March 30th this year is Na¬ 
tional Pencil Day, when we shall roll out the barrel 
to mark the fact that there are 350 kinds of pencil, 
which come in 19 degrees of hardness. 

Other anniversaries to look out for this year in¬ 
clude British Tomato Week, starting on May 18th, 
National Beard Day on September 16th and World 
Toilet Day, organised by the United Nations on 
November 19th to raise awareness that 2.5 billion 
people do not have access to a proper loo. 
Special day 

On September 9th this year, The Queen also has 
a special day. For on this day Her Majesty will 
mark a milestone which is unique in the story of 
the nation - when she becomes the longest-reign¬ 
ing British monarch in history. 

On that day The Queen will beat the record set 
by her great-great-grandmother, Queen Victoria, 
who reigned for 63 years over 23,226 days. 

It’s a tremendous achievement. But are there any 
celebrations planned? 

Nope. 

Or rather, “not as yet, nothing has been an¬ 
nounced” said a spokesman at Buckingham Palace 
this week. 

Perhaps Downing Street has something up its 
sleeve, like a big cake or a fly-past or a public hol¬ 
iday? 

Any plans? 

“Not to my knowledge,” said a spokesman for 
the Prime Minister this week, “It is something that 
we may look at in due course. September is rather 
long-term.” 

Well that’s odd - because plans for The Queen’s 
Diamond Jubilee in June 2012 were announced, 
“long-term”, by the Government in January 2010, 


when it was declared that June 4th would be a na¬ 
tional holiday. 

Is there a reticence in the corridors of power to 
mark an event unparalleled in history, a reign 
which beats all-comers since King Alfred the 
Great was on the throne in the Ninth Century? 

That would be odd too; for besides celebrating a 
much-loved monarch, royal anniversary celebra¬ 
tions are a boost for the economy with the sale of 
jubilee mugs and other souvenirs - the Centre for 
Retail Research estimated that the Queen’s Dia¬ 
mond Jubilee caused an extra spend of £509 mil¬ 
lion. 

Or has somebody just taken their eye off the ball 
amid the busy programme of national anniver¬ 
saries this year? The Government has organised 
events to mark the 200th anniversary of the Battle 
of Waterloo on June 18th, the 800th anniversary 
of Magna Carta on June 15th and the 600th an¬ 
niversary of the Battle of Agincourt on October 
15th. 

The Government has also recently announced 
national celebrations to mark big wartime anniver¬ 
saries this year, the 70th of VE Day on May 8th 
and VJ Day on August 15th. 

Prime Minister David Cameron said last week: 
“VE Day is one of our most pivotal moments in 
our nation’s proud history”. 

Pivotal moment 

Some might say that reigning for longer than 
anyone else in 1,100 years might also be consid¬ 
ered to be something of a pivotal moment. 

Of course, it may be the case that Her Majesty 
does not especially want a celebration. The Sep¬ 
tember 9th anniversary falls during her traditional 
Balmoral break, which she is known to treasure 
and when asked about plans last year a Palace 
spokesman said, “The Queen traditionally spends 
the month of September at Balmoral, next year is 
unlikely to be any different”. 

But does that mean that the nation itself, and in 
particular London, cannot celebrate? 

If so, then there’s always National Corgi Day on 
April 19th. 



Lambert 

Smith 

Hampton 


Upon The Instructions Of 
The London Borough Of Wandsworth 


TOOTING BEC COMMON CAFETERIA 
412 SQ FT (38 SQ M) 

UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY TO ACQUIRE A CAFE IN AN 
AFFLUENT PARK LOCATION 
EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST ARE INVITED BY 
THURSDAY 02 APRIL 2015 



TOOTING BEC COMMON, BEDFORD HILL 
LONDON SWI2 9HJ 


For further information please contact: 
CONOR NEILAN 020 7198 2374 
cneilan@lsh.co.uk 
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SHOWBIZ SPECIAL 


Prime time slot for Poldark once again 


Ross, Demelza and Cornwall 
set to take Sundays by storm 



by Geoff Baker 

A LOT of guys may want to go out for an 
hour at 9.0 pm next Sunday, and for the 
next seven Sundays, as the British 
Beefcake Corporation begins a long run of 
gluing your missus to the TV screen. 

For the romantic saga, which is being 
billed as “the biggest treat for female 
viewers since Mr Darcy’s wet shirt”, is 
widely-tipped to end all usual conver¬ 
sation and cause the number of Sun¬ 
day night phone calls to plummet. 

The BBC’s highly-anticipated 
“Poldark” is expected to leave mil¬ 
lions of women wanting more than 
a bit of pasty. Even Jane Austen’s 
Mr Darcy can’t hold a candle in a 
tin mine to TV’s new super-idol. 

"Ross Poldark is one of litera¬ 
ture's great heroes,” says the series’ 
writer Debbie Horsfield. 

“He is a gentleman who is also a 
rebel, who has a keen sense of moral¬ 
ity and social justice but without any 
priggishness or moralising. 

“He's also a great romantic figure - 
caught between two women from two 
completely different backgrounds. A gen¬ 
tleman who marries his kitchen maid. A 
man who doesn't stand on ceremony, who 
doesn't play by the rules and often falls foul of 
authority. 

“He is a combination of Darcy, Heathcliffe, 
Rochester, Rhett Butler and Robin Hood." 

No wonder that Aidan Turner, the Irish star of 
“The Hobbit” movies who plays the pin-up, went 
to the gym to prepare for his topless scenes as the 
multi-faceted hero - who apparently goes com¬ 
mando in every scene. 

"Even if you thought something was scary, the 
great thing about playing Ross is that you can 
never chicken out of doing anything. 

Topless scenes 

"I was going to the gym a lot the first couple of 
months as I had a couple of topless scenes. 

“One of the things I did find out is that they did¬ 
n’t actually wear underwear at the time so it made 
it quite difficult to shoot some of the stuff we did. 
They would just wear the shirt and then tuck it in 
and around." 

BBC1 on a Sunday night is prime-time promo¬ 
tion for any young actor and Aidan is chuffed with 
his luck, with or without his boxers. 

"It's fantastic as an actor to have the chance to 
play such a wide range in one series. Every step 
of the way there is something new. When I first 
read Debbie’s script I knew there was a huge 
scope there with Ross,” he said. 

"I had never heard of Poldark but when I told 
my parents I was going to play Ross they nearly 
had a fit! The previous series in the Seventies was 
popular in Ireland, I guess because people could 
relate to it - the farming, the scenery, the horses - 
it is continually surprising for me to meet people 
who are so excited to hear we are making a new 
adaptation. 

"Debbie's scripts create such a vivid and coher¬ 
ent Cornish world, just as Poldark’s creator Win¬ 
ston Graham did. The dynamic between the 
characters is ever changing which feels very ex¬ 
citing for an actor - all the different roles are so 
very distinctive; each of us has a different energy 
and agenda going on. 

"When we first meet Ross he is in turmoil. He 
went away to war in America a young, cocky, con¬ 


BROODING HERO: Aidan Turner 
as Ross Poldark 

fident character with a carefree attitude, who was 
running away from a lot of things. In America he 
was faced with death on a daily basis and then 
when he returns to England he doesn't really know 
who he is anymore. 

"When he arrives back in Cornwall everything’s 
changed for him: his father has died, his land is 
barren, the local tin mines are going through a 
hard time and laying off workers, leaving the re¬ 
gion on its knees, and he's lost Elizabeth, his 
childhood sweetheart who he expected to marry 
on his return. 

"Ross knows he needs to pick himself up and try 
and find who he is and where he lies in this new 
world. He’s strong - that’s what I love about him 
- he’s someone who can get on with things; he 
doesn’t wallow in self-pity or despair. He sees a 
situation for what it is and drags himself through 
it. He admires hard working people and treats peo¬ 
ple with respect if they earn it - no matter what 
their position in life. He is an original class war¬ 
rior." 

So what changes do we see in Ross throughout 
the series? 

Out of the picture 

"Ross is 23 when he comes home and you can 
see changes quite fast. When he realises that Eliz¬ 
abeth is out of the picture, he changes his frame 
of mind and concentrates more on getting his land 
back together, looking after his tenants, and re¬ 
solves to revive the ruined mine on his estate." 

And soon after Ross meets a woman who will 
change the course of his life, an urchin who he 
first takes to be a young boy. She is Demelza 
Carne. 

"Taking on Demelza as his kitchen maid and un¬ 
derstanding how that whole relationship develops 


is a huge moment for Ross. He doesn’t care what 
people think, but he’s taken a huge punt bringing 
her into the house and having her as a kitchen 
maid. 

“Eventually he takes charge, doesn’t quite 
know what he’s got himself in for but very 
quickly he realises he’s got to do some¬ 
thing about it. Ross just grabs everything 
by the horns and runs with it.” 

As ITV discovered with its popular, 
but markedly un-heroic, “Broad- 
church”, the scenery is best support¬ 
ing actor in these dramas and 
“Poldark” is expected to do great 
business for the Cornish tourist 
board. 

"It was simply stunning, we had 
the best weather there over the 
summer. We filmed at so many 
gorgeous locations but the weather 
really made it work. People know 
Poldark so well down there and are 
proud of it so we were welcomed all 
the time. It was surprising getting 
fans turning up to set and people 
travel to show their support and see 
what was going on. It reminded me of 
home in Ireland." 

And the highlight for Aidan? 

"It has to be Seamus, my horse. You can’t 
do bad acting on a horse, you look too cool. 
There’s an energy when you deliver dialogue 
on a horse, its empowering especially for Ross, 
he thrives on these kinds of situations, so anytime 
I could get on the horse I would do it. 

"Seamus is quite skittish, but he’s a real actor’s 
horse as you can rehearse something once and he 
knows where he’s at, the direction he’s 
going in, when he has to stop and 
reset. We had to change words 
as he would just set off when 
we shouted ‘Action’. He 
was so sharp and was al¬ 
ways moving and on 
the go. Him and Ross 
are well suited! 

"Luckily I did a 
lot of riding in 
New Zealand 
when we were 
there filming 
The Hobbit. I 
trained a lot and 
thought I'd 
leave a pretty 
good rider - 
thank god I did 
as there was a 
lot of riding in 
Poldark. It’s very 
much a part of 
who Ross is so 
it’s immediately 
getting you into 
character." 

And while Aidan 
wasn't allowed to do all 
his own riding stunts, he 
did do as much as possible. 

"They wouldn't let me gal¬ 
lop along the cliff top, for insur¬ 
ance reasons, but I did as much as 
possible. There were some great moment 
when Eleanor Tomlinson (Demelza) and I ride 
double together on Seamus. It can be tricky, it all 
depends who is on the back as it’s always a rocky 
ride for them. Eleanor was great because she’s 
such a good rider herself. She’s confident so if the 


horse did anything strange she wouldn't freak out. 

“There’s something really romantic about it and 
it’s a lovely image to watch. We’d always whisper 
stuff and crack each other up, which was fun. 

"Eleanor and I work very well together. I don’t 
think you can create that chemistry - you either 
have it or you don’t. It was just right from the very 
beginning, and even off screen that energy was 
still there. We had the same respect for each other 
as the characters did. Sometimes you just click; 
that’s the joy of good casting. We knew we had 
something quite special together and didn’t need 
to work on that, we just trusted Debbie’s writing. 
We could read each other, and guide each other 
through a scene and we never panicked." 

For Eleanor Tomlinson, who played Isabelle in 
the movie “Jack The Giant Slayer”, playing the 
fiery Demelza was a part she just had to land. 

Completely different 

"For a start she’s completely different from any¬ 
thing I’ve played before. She also has the most 
fantastic journey; she starts out as an urchin being 
mistaken for a boy, then becomes Ross' servant 
and gradually moves up to become head maid and 
the best worker that he has and then eventually his 
wife. The journey for her in only eight episodes is 
just extraordinary and roles like this just don’t 
come around that often." 

Eleanor was prepared to do whatever she could 
to get the role. 

"I was looking for that next really challenging 
role and wanted to break away from my usual 
roles in period dramas, the well-educated ones. I 
wanted to really show the director and producers 
that I could transform myself for this vastly dif¬ 
ferent role. 

“So I borrowed by brother’s clothes and 
went into the audition and tried to just 
stay in character as much as pos¬ 
sible, as they’ve never seen 
that side of me. 

“I’ve never really done it 
that way before, as when 
you go in to play the 
leading lady roles, or 
the roles like Eliza¬ 
beth, you’re much 
more talkative and 
polite, you dress 
nicely, but with 
Demelza I think 
that was the 
whole point to 
have that 

rougher edge." 

So what at¬ 
tracted Eleanor 
to this urchin? 

"She is ex¬ 
tremely resilient 
and has this street¬ 
wise edge to her 
but she never be¬ 
comes too hard. She 
has to be vastly differ¬ 
ent to Elizabeth but you 
still have to love her, so 
for me that was really in¬ 
teresting to play. Also not 
giving away what happens, or 
creating that relationship too 
quickly, you have to let her flower and 
evolve. There’s a vulnerability in the character 
which I really liked. Female roles as strong as this 
don't come around very often." 

• Poldark, BBC1 9.0pm Sunday March 8th. 
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Now is the time to sell and we will 
get your home OnTheMarket.com 

Let us take the guesswork out of when to sell your home. 
House prices are strong, demand is growing and stamp duty is reduced. 

Take advantage of our in-depth knowledge and intelligence, within your local market, 
so we can put you in the best position to get the best possible price for your home at the right time for you. 

We will also market your home on the brand new and innovative property portal, OnTheMarket.com 


We have prospective buyers ready to view and we are available everyday from 8am - 10pm 


haart 

is where your home is 


Follow your 

pop in to your local branch 
or call us today for your free valuation 


or go online to 


haart.co.uk 
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The food and 
drink page for 
West London 
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■ TAREK Malouf founder of 
the Hummingbird Bakery 
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Could Malouf steal Mary’s crown? 


I F Mary Berry is the reigning queen of 
baking, then Tarek Malouf is surely 
next in line to the throne. 

The founder of the exceedingly good 
Hummingbird Bakery brought cupcakes 
back into fashion, when he opened the 
first of his six bakeries back in 2004 
(branches now include Soho, South 
Kensington and Portobello Road), and is 
just about to publish his fourth - and very 
eagerly-awaited - cookbook, Life Is 
Sweet. 

It's the result of a three-week road trip 
in October 2013, around his spiritual bak¬ 
ing home, America, which took him from 
New York to Atlanta, New Orleans and 
Dallas. He stayed with friends and rela¬ 
tives, and demanded one thing - that they 
show him the best desserts in town. 

"Many of the recipes are regional or 
known in an area in the US, but not 
known here in the UK," he says. 

"Because American bakery is not too 
familiar to British people, it's the equiv¬ 
alent of me writing a book on Indian 
cookery or Thai cookery. It’s teaching a 
new audience about something that's al¬ 
ready in existence that I want them to ex¬ 
perience for themselves.” 

The recipes all feature names that defy 
your mouth not to water - Gooey Butter 
Cake, Molasses Pecan Crumb Cake, Red 
Velvet Ice Cream and Alabama Little 


Layer Cake, and those looking to wow 
their mums this Mother's Day would do 
well to seek inspiration among the book's 
brightly coloured pages. 

"The rise in home baking is really nice 
to see," adds Lebanese-bom Malouf, who 
moved to London when he was two. 

"People are rediscovering the fun that 
can be had in making things for them¬ 
selves. And you get more adulation from 
friends and family when you bring in 
cookies or a big cake, rather than savoury 
food. There's more of a wow factor, 
and people are always excited." 

For Malouf, the roots of American 
baking are steeped in traditional 
British recipes, but with ingredi¬ 
ents added over the years, from the 
country's rich melting pot of na¬ 
tives and immigrants. 

By his own admission, he and 
his sister grew up in "an American 
bubble", both attending an Amer¬ 
ican school in Central London. 

"American baking is fascinat¬ 
ing to me, I love it," he says. 

"We used to visit the US once 
a year, and I have a couple of 
aunts and cousins who live 
there, so we used to stay with 
them. I have a very sweet tooth, 
so between school and friends' 
houses, and visiting and baking 


with my relatives, I developed a real taste 
for American desserts and cakes." 

Of course, Malouf has been asked 
countless times since launching Hum¬ 
mingbird Bakery, whether the cupcake 
trend is going to last - and 11 years on, 
he's still convinced it's not a passing fad. 

"They appeal because they're smaller, 
you're eating it yourself, so you can be 
picky with the flavour. It's just a better 
version of a fairy cake, and hopefully not 
as dry!" 


THREE OF THE BEST... Mother's Day Kitchen 


• Pantone Coffee 
Percolator 3 Cup, £20 (Ocado) 

For espresso-loving mums, this hot 
pink coffee maker is a design classic - 
and practical too. Simply add 
water to the bottom 
section,pop on 
the hob, 
and wait 
for the 
delicious 
aroma 
of fresh 
coffee 
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to fill the room. 1 
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• Three Tier Regency 
Cake Stand, 

£29.95 

(www.dotcom 

giftshop.com) 

All baking queens 
will love this 
classic vintage¬ 
looking cake stand 
- even more so if 
it comes complete 
with finger 
sandwiches and 
cupcakes you've 
baked especially 
for them. 
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• Martha Apron, £22 

(www.nhmshop.co.uk) 

This traditional-style floral apron will 
brighten up any kitchen 
and put a smile on 
mum's face while 
she's busy cooking 
Sunday lunch - 
particularly 
if sous chef 
dad is w fn 
wearing it! 1 f ' • 
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MARK HIX'S RECIPE 
OF THE WEEK 

DEER STEAK 
WITH BEETS 

Serves 4 


HIS was one of the many courses we were served at that 
birthday supper, along with the goose goulash. 



You can use the loin fillet or the under fillet for this dish and oc¬ 
casionally a really good butcher will dissect a haunch to reveal a 
tender inner fillet. 

Try to buy a selection of coloured beets for this dish if you can. 

4 deer steaks weighing about 160g each 

A little corn or vegetable oil for brushing 

600-700g selection of beets - long red, golden, candy, etc 

A couple of good knobs of butter 

Salt and freshly ground black pepper 

3-4tbsp rapeseed or olive oil 

ltbsp of freshly-grated horseradish 

You will need to cook the red beets separately from the yellow 
and white or candy beets to avoid them discolouring. Cook the 
beets in their skins in lightly salted water for about an hour, or 
until they are tender. 

Next, preheat the oven to 200C/gas mark 6. Take some of the 
white or golden beets, depending on what you have, (about lOOg) 
and remove the skin with your hands; chop up the beetroot a little 
and blend in a liquidiser with the butter and the freshly grated 
horseradish, until smooth, adding a little water to help it blend, if 
necessary. Transfer to a small saucepan and season to taste. 

Put the rest of the beets 
in their skins in a roast¬ 
ing tray, spoon over a lit¬ 
tle oil and season to 
taste. Roast for about 30 
minutes, turning as they 
are cooking. 

Preheat a ribbed griddle 
or heavy frying pan. Cut 
the deer steaks into slices 
- or keep whole, if you 
prefer - season them and 
cook for 3-4 minutes on 
each side. Depending on 
the size of the beets you 
can halve them or cut 
them into wedges. Spoon 
a little of the puree on to 
warmed serving plates 
with the deer steak on 
top and arrange the beets 
around. 



WIN LUNCH AT HIXTER 

If you would like to be in with a chance of 
winning lunch for two at Hixter City or 
Bankside just answer this simple question: 
• What year did Shelina Permalloo 
win MasterChef? 

Email your answer to 
competitions@londonweeklynews.co.uk 
by Friday March 13th 2015 and include your 
name and telephone number. The winner will 
be notified by email or telephone. 

Normal competitor} rules apply 
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MP will step down to lead 
the fight for Tin Pan Alley 


HOLBORN MP Frank Dobson is leaving 
Parliament to join the music business. 

The Labour MP and former Minister for Health 
who has represented Holborn and St Pancras 
since 1979, has been made chairman of the Save 
Tin Pan Alley campaign - teaming up with an 
army of rock star supporters to stop development 
of Denmark Street. 

Mr Dobson leads a band of 27,000 campaigners 
including The Who’s Pete Townshend, David 
Essex, The Kinks’ Mick Avory, Soft Cell’s Marc 
Almond, Captain Sensible, Sex Pistol Glen Mat- 
lock, Engelbert Humperdinck, Eric Clapton’s 
guitarist Albert Lee, Geoff Whitehorn of Procol 
Harum, Don Powell of Slade and Roxy Music’s 
Phil Manzanera. 

The popular veteran MP who had a 10,000 ma¬ 
jority at the last election is to retire from Parlia¬ 
ment in April and dedicate his time to saving 
Denmark Street. 

“I will work exclusively for the campaign when 
I leave Parliament,” said Mr Dobson. 


“Denmark Street is one of the few streets left in 
the centre of London which has a bit of character 
about it, instead of being full of office blocks like 
you might find in Kuala Lumpur, Berlin or Los 
Angeles, and that makes it precious. 

“It is also precious because it’s a major source 
for instruments for people in the music industry 
and for people who want to get into the music in¬ 
dustry”. 

Big hitter 

Mr Dobson is the latest big-hitter to join the 
campaign, which is also being supported by 
Camden Borough councilor Sue Vincent, who 
has been made deputy chair. 

The campaign’s founder, film-maker Henry 
Scott-Irving, said the plan was to resist develop¬ 
ment of the street by turning it into a “music 
mecca”, a heritage site which will both mark Tin 
Pan Alley’s status as the birthplace of popular 
music in Britain and be re-born as a music centre 
for all aspects of the industry, including recording 
and editing studios, rehearsal space for bands and 


a hub for music publishers, managers and musi¬ 
cians. 

“We are calling upon the music industry and 
musicians to invest in this famous street by leas¬ 
ing property here. This unique street can be saved 
with their support,” said Mr Scott-Irving. 

“Otherwise Tin Pan Alley will be converted into 
luxury apartments or hotels above the music 
shops. It is time for everyone in the capital who 
loves music to act and show their faith in this his¬ 
toric street. Let’s make Tin Pan Alley a magnifi¬ 
cent music mecca once again.” 

The campaign leaders are next to meet with ex¬ 
ecutives from music-related businesses and or¬ 
ganisations, including music publishers, the 
Musicians’ Union and the GLA’s music officers, 
to discuss plans to develop the campaign when 
Mr Dobson takes up his new post as chairman. 

The Save Tin Pan Alley movement is also to get 
its own campaign song. Next month The Blow 
Monkeys are to release a new single, “The Lions 
Of Charing Cross”, especially written in protest 
against the threatened development. 



FRANK DOBSON: 1 will work exclusively for 
the campaign when I leave Parliament. 



Pilot to help integrate military families into the local community 


SW Connects launched an 
innovative pilot project 
with a day of fun-filled ac¬ 
tivities for local residents 
and Armed Forces families. 

SW Connects is a partnership, 
between Wellington Barracks, 
Westminster City Council, The 
Abbey Centre, Westminster 
Adult Education Service 
(WAES) and other local volun¬ 
tary sector organisations to sup¬ 
port a closer relationship 
between Armed Forces families 
and the surrounding community 
in Westminster. 

The event took place at the 
Abbey Centre, near Parliment 
Square. 

Families took part in a variety 
of activities ranging from the 
Army Welfare Office’s treasure 
hunt to manicure sessions from 
the London College of Beauty 
Therapy. 

Lainya Offside-Keivani, chief 
executive of the Abbey Centre, 
said: “The event showed how 
local agencies can bring fa mili es 
of all backgrounds together to 
enjoy themselves and build im¬ 
portant connections.” 


Westminster City Council’s 
cabinet member for sports, 
leisure and open spaces Cllr 
Steve Summers said: “It is very 
important that military families 
feel welcome and integrated in 
the community here and we are 
therefore delighted to be able to 
launch this innovative pilot 
scheme. 

“We also hope that that the 
scheme will encourage locals to 
support the Armed Forces com¬ 
munity whilst promoting under¬ 
standing and awareness of the 


issues affecting them.” 

The pilot will run for a year 
with families encouraged to sign 
up to activities on offer includ¬ 
ing free yoga, running and fam¬ 
ily swimming sessions; Health 
and Volunteering Fair at Victoria 
Library; affordable adult courses 
during Adult Learners’ Week. 

To find out more about forth¬ 
coming events visit www.west- 
minster.gov.uk/swconnects or 
sign up to free SMS alerts by 
registering as a Westminster Li¬ 
brary member. 



■ FAMILIES enjoyed a day of activities and entertainment while 
police personnel got involved in a spot of face painting 


We want to hear from you... 

It's not just the big stories that happen in London that we 
want to hear about. 

There's a brilliant community spirtit in Central and West 
London. If you help to run a local organisation make sure 
your events are featured in our newspapers. 

Email your news items and photos (jpeg format) to:- 

editorial@londonweeklynews.co.uk 


LONDON WEEKLY NEWS GROUP 

Kensington & Chelsea News 
Westminster & Pimlico News 
Fulham Chronicle 
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TALK OF THE TOWN 


MUSIC • THEATRE ★ PUBS 


Double jukebox musical day! 


A S abit of a theatre purist it took years before I 
was talked into watching my first so-called 
jukebox musical. 

The name jukebox musical refers to a show that has 
been written around existing hit music rather than 
having an original soundtrack. The great thing about 
this genre is that the audience knows the songs long 
before entering the theatre, giving a comfortable feel¬ 
ing from the start. 

My first foray into the world of the juke box musi¬ 
cal was Mamma Mia. 

I'm pleased to say I loved it then and, eleven years 
later, I decided to make a return visit to the smash hit 
West End show. 

Opening in 1999, Mamma Mia has been seen by 
over 50 million people worldwide. The film starring 
Meryl Streep and Piers Brosnan grossed around six 
million dollars. 

Filled with the wonderfully rousing and toe-tapping 
Abba songs written by Benny Andersson and Bjorn 
Ulvaeus, the story by Catherine Johnson is set on a 
small Greek island and centres on mother and daugh¬ 
ter, Donna and Sophie. 

The London version, now playing at the Novello 
Theatre, has just been nominated for the This Morn¬ 
ing Audience award at the Olivier Awards, and I will 
be putting my vote in. 

From the very first moment the band struck up a 
fevered ripple of excitement reverberated around the 
auditorium which increased with each line and show 
stopping number. 

The music is wonderful but there is also a charming 
story at the heart of this vibrant piece of theatre. The 
current cast are truly talented. Rosanna Bates as So¬ 
phie has a gorgeous purity to her voice which por¬ 
trays the youthfulness and relative innocence of her 
character. 


ri 

By NICKY 
SWEETLAND 

LWN Theatre Critic 


The Dynamos - Re¬ 
becca Lock as Rosie, Kim 
Ismay as Tanya and Di¬ 
anne Pilkington as Donna 
- are funny and yet wholly 
believable as a group of 
close friends who have 
shared many of life's ups 
and downs. 

Pilkington really is the 
perfect Donna. Her 
comedic timing is superb 
and yet she is able to give 
a beautifully painful per¬ 
formance in the songs 
with more serious themes, most notably 'The winner 
takes it all' which left me in tears. Pilkington said: 
“Mamma Mia is such an uplifting show, the kind that 
lifts your spirits no matter what kind of day you have 
had - and that goes for both the cast and the audi¬ 
ence.” 

Kim Ismay (Tanya) said: “For me, one of the things 
that contributes to the popularity of Mamma Mia is 
that everyone can identify with the characters. We're 
always getting people at the stage door saying ‘Oh 
this is the Tanya of our group’!” 

It's difficult to find anyone who doesn't like this 
show with its hugely broad appeal and I left the the¬ 
atre with a warm feeling of optimism. 

If you've seen Mamma Mia before, go again. This 
cast are not to be missed. 

If you would like to vote for Mamma Mia in the 
This Morning Audience award at the Olivier's visit 
the website for details www.olivierawards.com 



Sunday 15th March 

Make Mother's Day that extra bit special 
with a message in the London Weekly 
News on Tuesday 10th March. 



Mum 

I love you loads. Thank 
you for everything you 
have done for me. 

You’re the best! 

John 

xXx 

Call 020 8768 4919 

Display up to 20 words in a 3x1 box for only £12 inc VAT. 

All messages to be received by 1pm Friday 6th March. 

Fair Collection Notice (FCN): South London Press will use your information for administration and analysis. We nay share your information with other Tindle Newspaper Ltd group 
companies or carefully selected third parties who may be of interest to you. The information may be provided by letter, telephone or other reasonable means of communication. 



M Y second jukebox musical of the day was 
the newly opened, Beautiful at The Ald- 
wych Theatre. Having read the first night 
rave reviews, I was really looking forward to an 
evening immersed in the fabulous music of Carole 
King. 

I have to admit I had never actually heard of Carole 
King until I visited Broadway last year where the 
show was already enjoying huge success. The show's 
producers shared some of the songs on Twitter before 
opening night and I was amazed at how many I knew 
and loved. The story follows King's life, from her 
first breakthrough in songwriting at the age of 16 to 
her hugely successful solo album Tapestry. This is a 


fairly run of the mill Jukebox show with the fabulous 
music doing all of the talking. 

Katie Brayben as King is phenomenal, with her 
version of 'Natural Woman' worth the price of the 
ticket alone. 

There are some affectionate jibes at some of the six¬ 
ties groups like the Drifters, with their shiny suits and 
amusing choreography, but in the end I found there 
were too many songs and not enough character de¬ 
velopment. 

The mostly more mature audience nodded and 
hummed along with the numerous hits, and I'm sure 
with this, its target market, the show will become a 
resounding success. Perhaps I'm just a bit too young. 


Still the hottest ticket in town 



W ITH some very clever 
marketing well before 
it arrived in London's 
Prince of Wales Theatre, The 
Book of Mormon, after two years, 
is still the show everyone wants to 
see. Tickets are harder to come by 
and generally more expensive 
than most of its counterparts, so 
how does The Book of Mormon 
still stay at the top? 

I chose a Saturday matinee per¬ 
formance thinking I might find it 
easier to get a ticket. I was wrong. 
With other shows offering deals 
and discounts Mormon doesn't 
seem to need to, and was totally 
full. I was only able to get a re¬ 
stricted view seat and while I may 
not have been able to see all of the 
stage, what I could see was the 
majority of the 1,160 strong audi¬ 


ence, who were laughing right 
from the first moment. 

Written by Trey Parker and Matt 
Stone of South Park fame, this 
musical should really be quite of¬ 
fensive, but the near-knuckle hu¬ 
mour is delivered in such a clever 
and charming way that dilutes the 
frequent use of profanities. This is 
coupled with a truly beautiful 
score written by Robert Lopez, 
now most famous for his academy 
award winning song from Dis¬ 
ney's Frozen, 'Let It Go', but also 
a Grammy winner for both Mor¬ 
mon and Avenue Q. 

The show affectionately pokes 
fun at everything from The Lion 
King to the Bible, with some fan¬ 
tastically high energy ensemble 
work, hilarious script and some 
really quite touching interactions. 


The fresh new cast, including 
some members making their West 
End debuts, was superb. Unlike 
other shows, this doesn’t need to 
rely on big name stars to get peo¬ 
ple in, instead showcasing British 
musical theatre talent. 

The Prince of Wales Theatre has 
to be the best in London at pres¬ 
ent. It reopened after some signif¬ 
icant renovations in 2004 and 
boasts an opulent auditorium with 
fantastic facilities. 

The promotors of this show, re¬ 
ally should be congratulated. 
Their use of social media is cool, 
clever, naughty and allusive. 

Promoting a musical this good, 
however, is actually quite easy. 
I'm sure they will continue to pack 
the theatre with this truly excep¬ 
tional show. 
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Death or deportation 


New BBC2 TV series Banished, a typically gritty 
Jimmy McGovern piece, is the alarming story of what 
transportation to Australia was really like, set over 
seven hour-long episodes 


by Geoff Baker 

EIGHBOURS was never like this. 
Thirty years after TV began the saga 
that caused millions to adore Aus¬ 
tralia, BBC2 begins another which will hor¬ 
rify some viewers. 

“Banished” is nothing like the goings on of 
Ramsay Street and for its setting we must go 
back more than 200 years. 

At that time, London was an overcrowded night¬ 
mare; unemployment was rife, gin was cheap and 
the streets were full of drunken thieves stealing 
anything that could be sold for a crust to keep 
them alive. 

In a failed bid to keep the crime wave down, the 
Government ordained that 222 offences should 
carry the death penalty, with most of the offences 
being crimes against the loss of property. 

But with men, woman and even children getting 
hanged for crimes like taking a rabbit from a war¬ 
ren on Hampstead Heath, public outrage at the in¬ 
justice was high and the authorities had to find 
another penalty to try instil order. Prison was not 
a favoured option as the jails were already full, so 
they decided on another punishment which would 
also help with the overcrowding - transportation. 

Between 1788 and 1868, 165,000 criminals 
were transported to Australia, “Banished” - which 
begins on BBC2 on Thursday with a seven-hour 
run - is the alarming story of what transportation 
was like. 

“At its heart, Banished is a story of survival,” 
says the BBC. 

Love, faith, justice and morality 

“Although it is set in the stark historical reality 
of the founding of the penal colony in Australia 
in 1788 after the arrival of the first fleet, it is not 
the story of Australia and how it came to be. 
Rather, it is a tale of love, faith, justice and moral¬ 
ity played out on an epic scale in a confined com¬ 
munity where the stakes are literally life and 
death. 

“If you’re a woman and you have nothing except 
your body,” says writer Jimmy McGovern, “how 
far do you go to survive? If you’re a man and a 
stronger man is stealing your food and you are 
starving to death and nobody lifts a finger to help 
you because it’s every man for himself, what do 
you do?” 

Several years ago McGovern - famed from his 
days on “Brookside” and as the creator of 
“Cracker” - developed a film about the plight of 
the first convicts in New South Wales. It was, says 
Sita Williams, McGovern’s long-time producing 
partner, a wonderful script but it was never made. 
Instead the film provided the framework for this 
series. 


“Jimmy always wanted to go back to the thing 
that he loved doing most in his Brookside days, 
which is multi-character, multi-strand, continuing 
stories. He said, ‘I’ve got this story,’ we read it 
and we went ‘absolutely’.” 

McGovern had already been working in Aus¬ 
tralia as a story editor on the acclaimed multi¬ 
award winning ABC drama Redfern Now. He 
expanded his original film with new characters 
and stories gleaned from history but given new 
life. Many of the characters in Banished, from 
Governor Phillip, the founder of the settlement 
that would become Sydney, to Major Robert Ross, 
his nemesis, are known figures from history - but 
their stories here are fictional. 

There is, McGovern points out, an honourable 
tradition for this approach: “I go all the way back 
to the days of Wagon Train on NBC which told 
the stories of the travellers going from the East 
Coast of America over to the West Coast - all that 
stuff was factual but the stories they told were fic¬ 
tion. Or more recently you could look at Dead- 
wood, which was a terrific series, and brought in 
Wild Bill Hickok and people like that. These se¬ 
ries used real people, but the stories affecting 
those historically real people were often fic¬ 
tional.” 

As ever with McGovern’s work, Banished is 
concerned with ordinary people who by a twist of 
fate find themselves in extraordinary situations - 
but they remain situations that anyone could iden¬ 
tify with. Although Banished is set in the 18th 
century, it is in many ways a contemporary story. 

“There’s quite a formal language being used 
even by the convicts,” says McGovern, “but apart 
from that, you could tell the story now. You take 
a group of people up to a log cabin up in the 
mountains and you ask, ‘how do you survive’?” 

Yet if the themes are universal and enduring, the 
setting is particular. The task of bringing Aus¬ 
tralia, 1788, to life fell to directors Daniel Percival 
and Jeffrey Walker and their crews. The first de¬ 
cision that was made was that the production 
would be split - all of the exteriors would be shot 
on location, in Sydney, Australia, and thereafter 
the production would return to Manchester to film 
the interiors. 

“We have the characters,” says Sita Williams, 
“and then the plot comes out of who they are, the 
situation in which they find themselves. What’s 
really special about Banished is at its heart there 
are love stories. People always think of Jimmy as 
doing tough political stories or tough moral dilem¬ 
mas, but essentially the way these people keep 
going in the most brutal circumstances is by form¬ 
ing relationships with one another. That’s how 
they survive.” 

My Anna Buring, who played the maid Edna 
Braithwaite in Downton Abbey and Long Susan 


in Ripper Street, takes one of the lead roles in 
“Banished”, as Elizabeth Quinn, a poor London 
girl transported for hitting a duchess. 

“It was her heart that really attracted me to the 
part. When I first read the script I felt very 
strongly that not only did she have a great heart 
but also that she was the heartbeat for three other 
characters in this story: Freeman, Tommy Barrett 
and Private Buckley. It’s simply the kind of part 
that comes along and you can’t say no to it,” said 
My Anna. 

Terrible hardship 

“Elizabeth is a Cockney, a city girl who finds 
herself in this incredibly beautiful but also per¬ 
ilous environment: awe inspiring and terrifying. 

“In our story she met and fell in love with 
Tommy Barrett on the journey to Australia from 
England... and so despite going through terrible 
hardship - being a prisoner on the other side of the 
world, far from home, starving, and scared - she 
is nevertheless driven and buoyed by the fact that 
she is completely and utterly in love. 

“I don’t think Elizabeth is a bad person, and she 
is only a dangerous cri min al in the eyes of the law 
of late 18th century Britain - where a legal system 
reigned that was incredibly merciless. Doing the 
research for this, it was quite heartbreaking to see 


the offences that people were banished for, or in¬ 
deed that people were taken to the gallows for. 

“For a lot of the convicts that came over from 
Britain the question they’d been asked on the gal¬ 
lows was, ‘Do you want to die now or do you 
want to be taken on a ship for nine months to a 
part of the world that you’ve never heard of called 
Australia and work to start a new colony there?’ 

“To all intents and purposes Australia could have 
been Mars - they had no idea. So there must’ve 
been a huge array of conflicting feelings for them 
when they got there. 

“The most important thing for the convicts is to 
survive. It goes back to basics and that’s what’s 
so interesting when you’re in this world and ex¬ 
ploring these stories. The basic emotions come out 

- love, anger, jealousy - but then they have basic 
needs and they are first and foremost food; you 
would kill for food. That’s why this series has uni¬ 
versal appeal beyond the specific story its telling 

- the common denominator is the fact that this is 
a story about human beings, being tested to then- 
very limits both physically and emotionally. Cer¬ 
tainly for me Banished is probably the most chal¬ 
lenging part I’ve ever played.” 

Banished Thursday March 5th BBC2 9.0 pm 





■ BANISHED: Elizabeth 
Quinn (Myanna Buring), 
Tommy Barrett (Julian 
RhindTutt), James 
Freeman (Russell Tovey) 
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.RANDNWDgSSES® 


priced from 


£ 237,500 


MARKETING SUITE OPEN 7 DAYS 

020 3770 6318 

galliardhomes.com/LGB 


Fully furnished show suite. 

Invest 8 minutes direct from 
London Bridge. 

'jf Town centre regeneration with 
outstanding long term growth 
potential. 

W' 

Galliard 

Homes 
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RIVERDALE HOUSE 

LEWISHAM REGENERATION ZONE 

OPENS ITS DOORS! 




RIVERDALE HOUSE • MOLESWORTH STREET • LEWISHAM SE13 7EY 


Join us Thursday 26th February from 5 - 8pm 

TO VIEW OUR EXCLUSIVE NEW SALES & MARKETING SUITE 

OPENING TO THE PUBLIC FOR THE FIRST TIME EVER! 
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Articles for Sale 


FOR SALE 

HOTPOINT SILVER 
FRIDGE FREEZER 

55cm WIDE 
FRIDGE 180 
FREEZER 42 
BRAND NEW, 

STILL IN PACKAGING 

£100 ONO 
07766 007 947 


S S D DAMP 
PROOFING 
SPECIALISTS 

Specialises in Treating 
Rising & Penetrating Damp 

Renewal of rotten structural 
timbers as a result of damp. 
Chemical injection and render 
using tried systems. 
Specialists in providing 
horizontal and vertical barriers 
against water ingress. 
Please call for a free 
consultation and 
written estimate, 
m: 07931 536 533 
t: 020 8305 1039 


Articles Wanted 


OUT OF THE FLOOR RECORDS 

25 Years in Camden NW1 

REGGAE + ALL JAMAICAN MUSIC 

(+60’s, 70’s Soul, Jazz, Boogie, Disco, Hip Hop, Etc.) 
Forget the rest! We pay the best!! Cash Waiting!! 

Jake 020 7485 9958 / 07961 315874 


Bargain Buys 


MINI BAKER electric for coun¬ 
tertop with plug/recipe book, 
unused still in boxed package 
£18. White porcelain sink, cur¬ 
rently used in conservatory for 
plants £30, New, kitchen swing- 
bin for rubbish £12. 020 8769 
0597, white, new, 24" high £10. 
020 8769 0597 

RUSSIAN RECORDS 1960 s all 
in own box with strap £6 to go. 
Mini Doll's House 14x8", some 
furniture £5. Butler Sink, all 
white, 16x12", presently used to 
house household plant. 020 
8769 0597 

POP UP FOOTBALL NET in 

easy to carry bag (childs) £4, 
new Timberland Boots, blue 
nubuck with ankle padding, size 
3, not worn £15. 07960 782 292 

2 NEW LIGHTWEIGHT FOLD- 
UP SUITCASES (Blue) one 24", 
one 26", new black suitcase 
with wheels 24" £8. Ladies Slips 
(new) full length M&S size 20 £4 
each. Red Sparklets Soda 
Syphon £10. 020 8850 1441 

NEW DIMPLEX ECO RADIA¬ 
TOR cost £60, selling for £30. 
Game of Thrones DVD Box set, 
unopened £10. 020 7733 3075 


DEEP FAT FRYER new, boxed 
£10 ono, Folding Air Walker, 
excellect condition £30 ono, 
Thomas Tank Engine, Island of 
Sudur with trains £5, In Line 
Skates, size 5 (boxed) black £5, 
excellent condition. 07960 782 
292 


HENRY HOOVER used 6 times 
only £50. Fold up Wheel-chair 
used twice only £150. Tel: 020 
8670 8559 


BAG OF VARIOUS LINENS 

tray clothes, dressing table 
sets, etc. £15 the lot. Tel: 07435 
074860 or 07716 027 681 



SINGLE 3FT BED slatted wood 
frame, plus deluxe mattress, 
very good condition £25. Buyer 
collects. Lewisham area. 020 
8691 6725 

BEDSPREAD £5, 4 sets of sin¬ 
gle continental quilt sets (one 
with valence) £15 the lot. Tel: 
07435 074860 or 07716 027 
681 



MOUNTAIN BIKE good tyres, 
one new, brakes need attention 
£45. Smaller Mountain Bike, 
brakes needs attention £35. 
07438 512 516 

MEN'S BICYCLE Raciey 26" 
wheel, new condition, hardly 
used, must be seen. £55. Tel: 
020 8330 2792 Morden 



SEVERAL PAIRS OF CUR¬ 
TAINS some lined all over, £60 
drop, some 88 across or more 
£60 ono. 020 8835 9030 



WORKSHOP MANUALS 
(BOOKS) Vauxhall Carlton, 
Renault, Ford Capri, Ford 
Escort, 8 Vauxhall Cavalier 
(1970's & 1980's). £15 the lot, 
will sell separately. Tel: 07435 
074860 or 07716 027 681 

SIX VOLUMES EVERYMAN'S 
ENCYCLOPEDIA £10 in very 
good condition. 020 7633 
0087 



BARGAIN 

CARAVAN 


FOR SALE 


Sited at Harts Holiday 
Park, Isle of Sheppey 
Great family park with 
pool, clubhouse and 
near the beach. 

Only £5,500 


Call Rob 

07740247487 



THIRTY 78 RPM RECORDS 

Big bands and jazz bands eg. 
Ted Heath, Bill hayley, Gerry 
Mulligan, Stan Kenton, Harry 
James, Humphrey Lyttleton, 
Perez Prado, Joe Daniels, Joe 
Loss, Ken McKintosh etc. 020 
8540 1941 - SW19 


EIGHTEEN 78 RPM RECORDS 

of music from the 1930's eg. 
Manhattan Melody Makers, Al 
Bennys Broadway Boys, New 
York Night Birds, Ted Summers 
Dance Devils etc. £10 ono. 020 
8540 1941 

FIFTEEN 78 RPM RECORDS 

by Frankie Laine on Columbia 
and Phillips labels, includes his 
hit songs of the period and 
some rare ones. £10 ono. 020 
8540 1941 - SW19 

OLD FASHIONED VACUUM 
CLEANER (Hooverette), work¬ 
ing Model 2944 (in original box) 
£20. Tel: 07435 074860 or 
07716 027 681 


VARIOUS NEWSPAPERS 

Magazines of Royal Family, £10 
the lot. Tel: 07435 074860 or 
07716 027 681 


SUNMAID OLD FASHIONED 
MODEL BUS £10. Tel: 07435 
074860 or 07716 027 681 



DELONGHI EXPRESSO 
MAKER Model EC152CD - 
Good condition, must see, bar¬ 
gain at £30. SW1P. Tel: 020 
7834 4804. Buyer collects 
(Victoria). 

DYSON CYLINDER AND 
UPRIGHT VACUUM CLEAN¬ 
ERS serviced, bagless. 
Demonstrated working, £35 
each. 020 8692 8449. Can 
arrange delivery. 

HENRY MULTI-FLOOR VACU¬ 
UM CLEANER Demonstrated 
working, clean machine £35. 
Could arrange delivery. Tel: 020 
8692 8449 

HOTPOINT AQUARIUS 6kg, 
1200 spin, 8 months old, vgc 
£50. Buyer collects. Borough 
SE1.07926 352 449 

HALOGEN OVEN unwanted 
gift, still in box. £35 ono. (guar¬ 
anteed one year) with £5 gift 
voucher. 020 8857 8060 

4FT WHITE FRIDGE/FREEZ¬ 
ER £50 ono, as new 020 7237 
0815 


DOUBLE HOT PLATE new, still 
in box. £15. Tel. 020 8858 7569 


model BMX608 size (h) 29.5, w), 
45.8 (I). £18, VHS Sony VCR 
SLV-E220 RMTV2070E remote 
inc. £17, Bush Video 220-240v- 
50hz, VCR 903 inc. remote £17. 
020 8670 4682 



LADIES BEAUTIFUL YELLOW 
CARDIGAN with round neckline 
with gathered short sleeves and 
a chiffon belt, button through at 
front, brand new, size 18. £10. 
Tel: 020 8682 0771 

MENS BLACK RUBBERIZED 
MACKINTOSH medium size, 
pockets, belt, needs some 
attention £75. Ring/text 07855 
247 801 

LADIES SINGLE BREASTED 
SHEEPSKIN COAT dark 
brown, 3/4 length, size 14/16 
(Parr & Co of Leicester) £55. 
020 8693 4158 

EIGHT STUNNING BLACK 
AND CREAM DRESSES size 
10-14. Immaculate cond. Must 
see £25 p/d. Various designs: 
07534 509 214 

LADIES GLAMOROUS 

EVENING JACKET zip up front, 
very smart, brand new, size 10. 
£25 (cost a lot more). Tel. 020 
8682 0771 

LADIES MAROON SILK SKIRT 

with flower pattern in material, 
brand new, size 18, knee length 
£10. Tel: 020 8682 0771 



DINING ROOM TABLE dark 
brown varnished wood, extend¬ 
ing sideways for family/student 
meals £22. Tall white swing lid 
rubbish bin, new £12. 
Scratching post on firm 
pedestal, with playball, teaches 
your cat to stop scratching fur¬ 
niture. 020 8769 0597 

5 GEMINI BAR STOOL chrome 
plated metal frame, black faux 
leather seat, swivels, vgc. £8 
each, (Argos price £32.99) 
each. 2 wooden stools, brown 
leather seats, fair condition £7 
the pair. 07864 709 397 

SOFA Bailey leather 
effect/jumbo cord, right hand 
from Argos £70. Top Glass 
Dining Table £30. In good con¬ 
dition. 020 8664 6628 / 07895 
345 163 

TWO OAK DOUBLE 
WARDROBES nearly new, 
John Lewis, vgc. £60 each. 
Buyer collects. 020 8855 8412 


TWO FAIRLY LARGE ARM¬ 
CHAIRS wear and tear show¬ 
ing, but still comfortable. £7 
each (matching pair). 07737 132 
689 

3 SEATER SETTEE sand 
colour, as new £95, also glass 
display cabinet £25. 020 7733 
0623 Brixton 



GARDEN PATIO SET oblong 
toughened glass top 

120cmx75cm, folding chairs 
with armrests, parisol, never 
used, reason for sale, moved 
from house to flat £75. Hardly 
used. Tel: 020 8692 8449 

FLYMO HOVER SUPERGLIDE 

360 electric, built-in grass box, 
in manufacturers box, 

Demonstrated working, 2015 
model. Unwanted gift. £75. 
Could arrange delivery. Tel: 020 
8692 8449. 

ECKMAN 2 STROKE PETROL 
GARDEN TILLERERY cultiva¬ 
tor model, PTC1, instruction 
manual, used three times. Like 
new. 020 7737 6144 / 07443 
522 247 



LONDON S BEST 
PRICED BEDS 

Double Mattresses 
From Only £95 
Divan Sets From 
Only £150 
Tel: 0208 742 8413 

Free Delivery 




OLD FASHIONED VACUUM 
CLEANER (Hooverette), work¬ 
ing Model 2944 (in original box) 
£20. Tel: 07435 074860 or 
07716 027 681 


GRILL PAN £3, set of frying 
pans £10, Hinari Lifestyle 
Microwave £10. Tel: 07435 
074860 or 07716 027 681 



Free Beer Voucher Contact 
John for details mitroserg@hot- 
mail.co.ok 



SIXTY COUNTRY & WESTERN 
LP RECORDS the majority 
almost mint as played once 
before transferring onto cas¬ 
settes. Featuring Alabama 
through to Tammy Wynette £30 
ono. 020 8540 1941 

ASSORTMENT OF VINYL 
RECORDS Country, Rock, Pop, 
over 900 also many 'Now' LPS 
£90 the lot. Tel: 020 8771 5583 

40 SINGLES £15 the lot. 60's, 
70's & 80's. Tel: 07435 074860 
or 07716 027 681 



2 SMALL PLASTIC DOG BAS¬ 
KETS £3 each or £5 the two. 
Tel: 07435 074860 or 07716 027 
681 



LADIES ANKLE BOOTS 

leather, size 8, nearly new, four 
pairs, black, red, brown. £25. 
020 7723 9244 



GOLF CLUBS 8 differents in 
good condition £10, Vacuum 
Cleaner, Electroluc Contour 
Upright, 1000 watt, working on 
perfect condition £10. 020 7733 
1836 + 07877 818 162 



CD HOLDALL with zip, holds, 
(size 13" wide & 12" long), pink, 
blue or purple colours 2 for £15. 
brand new. Tel: 020 8682 0771 



CIRCULAR/"SKILL" SAW with 
extra blade £20. Extension 
Leads, brand new 10m. £15 and 
£25. Can deliver. 07961 510 682 



EALING ANIMAL 
WELFARE BAZAAR 

Saturday 7th March 
10.30am-4pm 
Hanwell Methodist Church 
Church Road, W7 1DJ 

Over 30 participating charities 
www.animalwelfarebazaar.info 

★ ADMISSION FREE ★ 


Health & 
Beauty 
(Leisure) 


KJ 

■i 

BO’S NHB 


An Acupuncture 
& Wellness Clinic 


12pm-8pm 

020 7460 2324 

32 Phillimare Walk, W8 7SA 


BO’S NHB 


Laser Hair Removal 
& Skin 

Rejuvenation Clinic 


12pm-8pm 

020 3371 9814 

32 Phillimare Walk, W8 7SA 




BO’S NHB 



12pm-8pm 

020 7460 2324 

32 Phillimare Walk, W8 7SA 


Exclusive Mayfair 

Matchmaking Agency are 

offering eligible male readers 
complimentary open member¬ 
ship. Our lady clients are attrac¬ 
tive, educated, fun and fit. 
www.elanlondon.co.uk 


London #News 




A 


To advertise your unwanted items. Sell them in London Weekly News Series for FREE. 


Telephone Number inc. Code . CLASSIFICATION 

Town. . 

ADVERTISERS NAME. 

Text of advertisment (Max. 40 words) . . 


. FOR ANY ITEMS UNDER £100. PETS, 

. LIVESTOCK OR FIREARMS NOT INCLUDED. 

PRIVATE ADVERTISERS ONLY. 

London Weekly News, FREE ADS 
Sixth Floor, Yeoman House, 63 Croydon Road, Penge SE20 7TS 



























































































editorial @londonweeklynews .co .uk 


24 London Weekly News 



'k'k'k'k'k'k'k&'k'k'k'k'k'k'k 

* AJ * 
| PLASTERING | 

j Reliable Service j 
*• No job too small i 

J Please call Alan j 

J 07597 663 838 j 


TO ADVERTISE 
YOUR 
RUSINESS 

OAU 

020 0160 4920 
020 0160 4922 


AFFORDABLE 
DECORATING & 
PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

Fully Insured 
Family-run business 

Kitchen & Bathrooms 
Painting/Decorating 
Flooring/Tiling 
and all your building 
needs! 

0800 622 6889 
07506 736 548 


Building 


Local Builders 

• Loft conversions • Extensions • Bathrooms 

• Kitchens • Painting & decorating 

• Brickwork • Gardening • Roofing & fencing 

020 8765 9169 
07856 542 637 

www.jkbuilders.org.uk 


A.S.BUILDERS 

A BUILDING FIRM OF OVER 30 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE, BASED IN WEST LONDON 
Building, Plastering, 
Plumbing, Tiling, 
Kitchens, Bathrooms, 
Loft conversions, Extension, 
Refurbishment, 
Painting & Decorating. FMB 
call John: 

07979 478 005 
02089 925 724 




Ace Building & 
Decorating Services 

Handyman Services, 
Electrical, Plastering, 
Gardening, Roofing 
First Half Hour Service 
FREE for OAP 

020 8393 6346 
_Q72^l2^() 760_ 


Carpentry 


CARPENTER 

Fitted Wardrobes • Flooring Laid 
Doors and Windows 
Extensions • Kitchens Fitted 

Please call Morris 07814 328 542 



CARPET 

CLEANING 

Professional 
reliable service 
Fully insured 

07717 527 017 



INSPIRE 

CLEANING 

Free quotations. 

House clearance. Gardening 
All cleaning requirements. 
Liability insurance cover. 

Try us for an Immaculate clean. 
Call Cheryl 
07521 937 347 
07783 062 399 



-vicA § 

switched-on 

ELECTRICAL 

All aspects of Electrical 

Work undertaken in a 
professional and 
reliable manner. 

Rewires, Fuse Boards, 

Certificates, Testing 
and Inspection. 

All work carried out in 

a professional and 
reliable manner. 

07551 757 744 

switched-on-@hotmail.co.uk 


TO ADVERTISE 
YOUR 
BUSINESS 

CALI 

020 8768 4920 
020 8768 4922 


AJB ELECTRICAL 
SERVICES 

ALL INSTALLATIONS 
UNDERTAKEN. QUICK, 
RELIABLE SERVICE. 

GUARANTEED 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 
NICEIC APPROVED 

020 8694 9924 
07860 770 643 


LANDSCAPES 


Fencing, Paving! 
Rough Gardens put 
into order! 
Driveways & Patios 
cleaned and resealed 

020 8333 4269 
07533 169 157 


General Builders 

Kitchens, Bathrooms, Plumbing, 
Electrics, Tiling, Painting, Paper 
Hanging, Carpentry & Flooring. 
No job too big/small 
18 years experience in 
building trade 
Professional & prompt 
Call Ralph for a free quote 

020 8688 1416 
07828 684 746 


HANDYMAN 

Do all sorts of carpentry, plumbing, 
electrical, painting, decorating, fitting, 
fixing, assembling, hanging and other 
specialised and general handyman jobs! 
ALL WORK IS GUARANTEED AND 
CARRIED OUT TO THE HIGHEST 
STANDARDS 
FREE ESTIMATE 
PLEASE CALL PITER: 

07826 544 067*07878 078 867 



AFFORDABLE 

REMOVALS 


House 

Clearance 

Furniture 

Bought 

All Areas 
Covered 

Family run since 1987 

0800 622 6889 
07506 736 548 


Help your Mums’ 
and Dads’ 
Charity's Pop-In! 
Donate all items incl. 

Re-usable furniture 
Free collections 
Ring DAGE 
020 8691 8823 



House Clearance 



HOUSE 

CLEARANCE 

Carried out professionally & sympathetically. 


Your items will fund the fight against heart disease. 

Freephone 0808 250 0078* or book 
online at bhf.org.uk/house 

FIGHT 

FOR EVERY ’Charges from mobiles may vary. 

HEARTBEAT © British Heart Foundation, registered charity in England 

bhf.org.uk and Wales (225971) and in Scotland (SC039426). 


Plumbing & Heating 


FEMALE PLUMBER 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 
REASONABLE RATES. 

CALL MARINA 
07940 817 772 

ALL AREAS OF SE LONDON 
COVERED 


VACANCIES 

FILL FASTER 

with an advert in the 

Tel: 020 8768 4923, 


Lowest Hourly rates in 
London Guaranteed! 

Same day on-time Service 
Small & Large work undertaken 
Domestic & Commercial 
Unique online booking calendar 

Tel: 020 3514 1475 

clickbookfix.co.uk 
"Why go anywhere else" 



MAN WITH XXL 
LUTON VAN 
Commercial 
Removals 
1 Hour £30 
Min 2 hours 
GOOD VALUE 
Reliable+Friendly 
service 
CALL JAMES 
07961 192 525 
0800 211 8623 


MEGA CHEAP 
MAN & VAN 

£25 P/H 

Extra men £10 P/H - P/M 
Single items from £20 
Reliable, trustworthy 
and friendly. 

Call 07943 120 694 
meqacheap@hotmail.com 

www.megacheap.biz 


Roofing & Guttering 


**min booking of 2 hours** 


ABSTRACT 

ROOFING & BUILDING 


• New Roofs & Repairs • Slates • Tiles 
• Chimneys • UPVC Guttering, Soffits & Fascias 
• Exterior Painting Specialists 
• Free Estimates Given • Flat Roofs 

24 HOUR CALL OUT 


FREE PHONE: 0800 334 5751 & 
MOBILE: 07952 583 170 


J R MORTIMER 

Family business for 
over 60 years 
Large/small removals 
Local/long distance 
Friendly & helpful service 
Free estimates 
Phone 020 8856 3982 
john.mortimer@hotmail.co.uk 


SC Roofing 

Fibreglass Flat Roof Specialists 

25 years guaranteed 

Traditional felt flat roof, new tiled roofs and 
Upvc Fascia - Soffit and Gutter replacement 
All roof repairs undertaken. No job too small 

07956 311 218 / 01895 770 103 

scroofinguxbridge.co.uk 

Live link refrences 160 ratedpeople.com/profile/sc-roofing 
www.scroofing@btinternet.com 


GIRAFFE 

SCAFFOLDING 

Your local professional, reliable, 
affordable, scaffolding company 

Call us today for your 
no obligation quote 

07855 451 699 

Unit 26, Sleaford Industrial Estate, 
Sleaford Street, London SW8 5AB 

email: 

giraffe.scaffolding@btconnect.com 


TO ADVERTISE 
YOUR 
BUSINESS 

CAU 

020 8168 4920 
020 8168 4922 



AFFORDABLE 
RUBBISH 
CLEARANCE 
7 DAYS 
A WEEK 

We will beat 
any quote 
Call Tom 
0800 622 6889 
07506 736 548 

www.moveyourrubbish.co.uk 


Storage & Removals 



ONE 

STOP & 


VAN & 2 MEN WILL MOVE 
ANYTHING ANYTIME. 07941 
072 332/0208 309 7223 



m 

mm 

MW 

CALL 

020 

8768 

4923 

or 

020 

8768 

4924 


Thursday, March 5 th 2015 


KSCOKTIO HOLIDAYS 
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Charleston, 
Savannah & the Blue 
Ridge Mountains 

Flying from London Heathrow 

Departs Jon, Sept, Oct, Nov 
2015, May. JunA Aug 2016 
Tour feghllght* A Inclusions 


■out tt ci i/aui 





Capri, Pompeii & 
the Amalfi Coast 


3m on airport 


Departs Apr to Jul, Sept 5 
Oct 2015 


» of Gap 

t 


Price mckidtt 


r hArai 


* WfM 
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LONDON WEEKLY JOBS 


Call: 


0208 768 4919 


candy.brown@slp.co.uk 


7.5T Driver 

CPC & Digicard Req. 

Central London. 
CRB check will be 
carried out and proof 
of 5 years residency 
needed. 

07956 136 880 


School Chefs/Cook 
& GA's 

Required 
Biggin Hill & 

West Wickham &SE I 
School Term Time 
Working - Perm positions 
See 

www.independentcatering.co.uk 



TO ADVERTISE 
YOUR BUSINESS, 
RECRUITMENT, 
EDUCATION , 
SERVICES , 
FAMILY & PUBLIC 
NOTICES 

CALL 

020 8768 
4939 

OUR STAFF ARE 
WAITING TO TAKE 
YOUR CALL! 


CONDITIONS OF ACCEPTANCE FOR ALL ADVERTISEMENTS 



Media Sales Executive 


South London Press (Ltd) has been published in this area and 
been a part of the community in South London since 1865. 

AN OPPORTUNITY HAS ARISEN IN OUR NEW 

PENGE OFFICE to join our busy sales team. 

We are looking for really exceptional individuals who can become 
part of our commercial division which we are currently expanding. 

The successful candidates will have many responsibilities in this varied 
sales role, giving priority to developing new business by cold calling 
and building relationships with prospective clients. 


Orders are accepted by the Publishers subject to the Standard Conditions agreed between the Newspaper Society and the Institute of 
Practitioners in Advertising. Save that: 

1. Advertisements are accepted on the conditions that (a) descriptions relating to goods are accurate and in no way contravene the provisions 
of the Trade Descriptions Act 1968, and the Fair Trading Act 1973, and (b) the copy complies with the British Code of Advertising Practice. 
Advertisements offering credit or hire facilities must conform to the Consumer Credit (Advertisements) Regulations 1980. 

2. ‘Classified’ Advertisers offering goods or service of a business, commercial or trade nature will, at the discretion of the Publishers, be 
deemed Trade Advertisers’, and as such, must include their names in advertisements. A telephone number is an optional addition to these 
requirements and not an alternative. 

To comply with the Business Advertisements (Disclosure) Order 1977, Trade Advertisers must make it clear that they are selling goods in the 
course of business either by content, format, size or place of the advertisement or by including words such as ‘trade’, ‘dealer’, ‘agent’, 
‘wholesaler’, ‘(T)’ etc. in the advertisement. 

3. The Publishers accept no liability whatsoever for any loss or damage however caused arising out of: 

(a) Any error, inaccuracy or omission in the printing or publishing of any advertisement; 

(b) Any failure to publish an advertisement on the day / date or day / dates specified by the advertiser; or 

(c) Any delay in forwarding or omission to forward replies to box numbers to the Advertiser. 

4. The Publishers will endeavour to publish advertisements on the day / date or day / dates specified by the Advertiser but insertion days / 
dates cannot be guaranteed. 

5. Where shrinkage of advertisement occurs for whatever reasons the advertisement will be charged to the nearest full centimetre. This will 
NOT apply to the full-page advertisements, which remain full pages even after shrinkage. 

6. The Publishers reserve the right to reject an advertisement or to vary it in any way they deem fit, at any time before publication, whether or 
not the advertisement has already been accepted for publication. 

7. Whilst every effort is made to minimise errors in advertisements, mistakes do sometimes occur. Advertisers or their agents should there¬ 
fore check their advertisements and inform us of any errors immediately. Responsibility cannot be accepted for more than one incorrect 
insertion. Typographical or minor changes, which do not affect the value of the advertisement, do not qualify for republication or allowances. 

8. All gross advertising rates (except classified lineage and semi-display) are subject to and include a 0.1% Advertising Standards Board of 
Finance surcharge, payable by the advertisers to help finance the self-regulatory control system administered by the Advertising Standards 
Authority. 

9. All rates quoted are subject to VAT at the rate currently in force at the time the advertisement appears. 

10. Should the rate for advertisements be altered the price for remaining insertions shall be revised accordingly or the publishers shall have 
the right to cancel the unexpired portion of the order. 

11. The placing of an advertisement order will be deemed an acceptance of these conditions. 

12. Account facilities are granted at the discretion of the Company. 

13. All accounts must be settled within the terms agreed by the Company and the Customer. 

(1) Should an advertiser be in breach of the agreed terms, the publisher shall be entitled to levy a 10% surcharge on the value of the whole 
debt in respect of accounts with terms of less than 30 days, and any discounts or commissions that had been allowed will be 
reclaimed. 

(2) Regular monthly accounts that are in breach of the agreed terms will pay an interest rate of 6% above the current bank of England 
base rate for each month that the account is overdue and discounts or commissions that had been allowed will be reclaimed. Should 
Legal action be required the interest will be charged in accordance with the County Court Act 1984. 

14. Where an advertiser instructs / appoints an advertising agent to act on their behalf, the advertiser will remain jointly and severally liable 
for payment in respect for an advertisement(s) should the appointed agent fail to pay. For the avoidance of doubt, the agent acts for the 
advertiser and not for the publisher with the agent being responsible for notifying the advertiser of this liability. 

15. All queries must be notified, preferably in writing to the accounts department of the publisher within 7 days of the invoice date. 

16. All digital services are maintained in partnership with the publishers’ hosting service providers. Every effort is made to ensure the conti¬ 
nuity of these services, but some occasional technical downtime beyond the publishers control may occur. The publisher and its associated 
companies shall be under no liability if the production and distribution of web services is delayed or prevented by any cause beyond the con¬ 
trol of the publisher. 

17. The Publisher may provide voucher copies for published advertisements in electronic form only subject to certain criteria. Further infor¬ 
mation is available on request. 

18. The copyright of advertisements produced wholly or partially by the Publishers belong to the Publishers. Advertisers may not reproduce 
such advertisements without the Publishers’ consent. 

Box Numbers 

Boxes are open for the receipt of bona fide answers and are not available for distribution of trade canvassing matter. Original testimonials, 
goods, cash, cash stamps or payments of any kind must not be enclosed. A box Number and postal address are charged as part of the adver¬ 
tisement, i.e. Box No., centre address. There is no charge for forwarding replies. 

Box numbers alone are not available for use in ‘Trade’ advertisements, other than Employment and Business Opportunities. 

Holiday & Travel Category 

All advertising must contain the name of the advertiser, phone number alone are not permitted. 

Data Protection 

The service you have requested may require us to carry out a credit search at a credit-referencing agency, which will record the fact that a 
search has been made. We may need to share your information with other lenders and credit reference agencies. However, we will only use 
the information from these searches to make credit-granting decisions and, if necessary, for fraud prevention or tracing debtors. 

Data controller will use your information for administration and analysis. We may share your information with other Tindle Group Newspaper 
companies or carefully selected third parties. We, or they, may send you details of other goods and services, which may be of interest to you. 
The information may be provided by letter, telephone or other reasonable means of communication. Calls may be recorded or monitored for 
training purposes. 

Special conditions apply with regard to the advertising of adult services, which are outlined to all persons submitting such advertisements. 


To be successful in our business you need to have a flexible approach 
to work and be prepared to dig in and roll up your sleeves 
when the going gets a little bit tough! 

A proven sales background is preferred but we are looking for 
highly motivated individuals who are keen to learn and keen to earn. 

A good command of the English language and good writing skills are most 
definitely a prerequisite, as are good listening skills. 

What is in it for you: Basic Salary plus tiered bonus structure. 
5 weeks holiday per annum. Pension Scheme (after qualifying 
period). Fully expensed company car. On-going training. 



If this sounds like the opportunity for you please contact 

Paula Allen on 020 8768 4926,07967 287915 or 
paula.allen@slp.co.uk 

Previous applicants need not apply. 


South London Press (1865) Ltd. is part of the Tindle Newspapers Ltd., 
a group of privately owned, independent, family newspapers. 


The Norwood School 
Crown Dale, London SE19 3NY 

A PERFORMING AND VISUAL ARTS SPECIALIST COLLEGE 


Telephone: 020 8670 9382 Facsimile: 020 8761 5933 
e-mail: post@thenorwoodschool.org 
Website: www.thenorwoodschool.org 
Headteacher: Mrs D. Webster NPQH 
REQUIRED AS SOON AS POSSIBLE 

Examination and Assessment Officer 

35 hours per week, 52 weeks per year - full time post 
Salary range SOI (£28,845 - £30,525) 

The Norwood School is seeking to appoint an Examinations and Assessment Officer to take responsibility 
for aspects of examination administration, the accurate production of school internal data and analysis 
using the school’s management systems and the oversight of daily cover for absent staff. 

Experience of working in a school or similar setting is desirable but not essential. What is important is 
that you have excellent ICT skills, are confident handling and analysing data, have good interpersonal 
skills and are passionate about helping to make a difference to the lives of young people. 

The position provides an exciting and challenging opportunity for the right individual. For further details 
and an application form, please contact Sally Stanton, the Headteacher’s PA on 
stanton.s@thenorwoodschoool.org . Informal discussions with the Senior Deputy Headteacher, Alan 
Snowden, or visits to the school prior to the application are welcome. 

This Authority is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people and 
expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. 

Closing date for applications: 12 noon Thursday 19th March 2015 
Proposed interview date: Thursday 26th March 2015 


A 

arts colleges 
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OUR RANGE IS WITHIN YOURS. 

FROM ONLY £899 ADVANCE PAYMENT*. 


To help choose the right BMW for you, please contact our Motability Sales Specialist on 020 8318 6868. 


Stephen James Blackheath 

Lee Terrace, Blackheath 
London SE13 5DL 

020 8318 6868 www.stephenjamesblackheathbmw.co.uk 


BMW EfficientDynamics 

Less emissions. More driving pleasure. 


Official fuel economy figures for the BMW range available on the Motability Car Scheme: Urban: 34.9-64.2mpg (8.1-4.41/100km). 

Extra Urban: 55.4-83.1mpg (5.1-3.4 l/100km). Combined 45.6-74.3mpg (6.2-3.81/100km). CO 2 emissions 145-99g/km . Figures may vary depending on driving style and conditions. 

*The facilities offered are for the hire (bailment) of goods. The Motability Contract Hire Scheme is administered by Motability Operations Limited (Registered Company No. 1373876), City Gate House, 22 Southwark Bridge Road, London SE1 9HB. To qualify you must be in receipt of either the 
Higher Rate Mobility Component of Disability Living Allowance, the Enhanced Rate of the Mobility Component of Personal Independence Payment (PIP), the War Pensioners’ Mobility Supplement (WPMS) or the Armed Forces Independence Payment (AFIP), which will be taken in lieu of the four 
weekly rental. Terms and conditions apply and are available on request. Model shown: 114d Sport 5-Door Sport Hatch available with £1299 advance payment. BMW EfficientDynamics reduces emissions without compromising performance developments and is standard across the model range. 


Motability 

* • * The leading car scheme for disabled people 


Q Motability 

MINI AND MOTABILITY. THE PERFECT MATCH. 

MINI COOPER 
COUNTRYMAN FROM 


ADVANCE PAYMENT* 

CALL STEPHEN JAMES BLACKHEATH MINI ON 020 8318 6868 

LEE TERRACE, BLACKHEATH, SE13 5DL - WWW.SJBLACKHEATHMINI.CO.UK 

Official Fuel Economy Figures for the new MINI Countryman Range: Urban 27.2-60.1 mpg (10.4-4.7 l/100km). Extra Urban 47.9-72.4 mpg (5.9-3.9 l/100km). Combined 37.7-67.3 mpg (7.5-4.2 l/100km). C02 Emissions 175-111 g/km. Fig¬ 
ures may vary depending on driving style and conditions. *The new MINI Countryman is available from £99 Advance Payment under the Motability Contract Hire Scheme. Model featured is the new MINI Cooper Countryman. All prices are 
correct at time of going to print for orders placed and accepted between 1st Janand 31st March 2015. The facilities offered are for the hire (bailment) of goods. The Motability Contract Hire Scheme is administered by Motability Operations 
Limited (Registered Company No. 1373876), City Gate House, 22 Southwark Bridge Road, London SE1 9HB. To qualify you must be in receipt of the Higher Rate Mobility Component of the Disability Living Allowance, the Enhanced Rate of 
the Mobility Component of Personal Independence Payment (PIP), the War Pensioners’ Mobility Supplement (WPMS) or the Armed Forces Independence Payment (AFIP), which will betaken in lieu of the four weekly rental. Terms and con¬ 
ditions apply and are available on request. 
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Email your sports news, reports and pictures to Tony McDonald 

at sport@londonweeklynews.co.uk 



COUNTDOWN 
TO SURVIVAL 


L 


AST 
weekend 
proved to be 
one of the best of 
the season for 
QPR - and they 
didn’t even play. 

While Chris Ramsey’s 
squad was in Dubai for 
warm weather training, 
all but one of Hoops’ 
relegation rivals dropped 
crucial Premier League 
points. 

Four of the bottom 
six - Hull City, 
Sunderland, Burnley and 
Aston Villa - were all 
beaten without scoring, 
while bottom-placed 
Leicester City were not 
in action. 

Burnley’s 1-0 home 
defeat by Swansea City 
was a particularly 
welcome bonus, because 


it kept QPR out of the 
bottom three on goal 
difference ahead of last 
night’s tough home 
match against Arsenal. 
The Gunners’ north 
London neighbours 
Tottenham are the 
visitors to Loftus Road 
this Saturday. 

This is how the foot of 
the Premier League table 
looked after last 
weekend: 

P GD Pts 

15th Hull City.27 -11 26 

16th Sunderland ....27 -16 25 

17th QPR.26 -18 22 

18th Burnley.27 -20 22 

19th Aston Villa.27 -24 22 

20th Leicester City..26 -18 18 

Now let’s look at the 
remaining fixtures 
involving the bottom six 
teams: 


• RUGBY UNION 

Harpenden... 11 
Hammersmith & Fulham... 17 

A BRACE of tries from prop Jacob Bray saw 
Hammersmith and Fulham edge out 
Harpenden in a crucial clash between the 
promotion hopefuls in London 2 league. 

Trailing 7-8 at half-time, Hammers used a strong 
breeze to pin Harpenden in their 22 and score two 
tries on each wing through Bray and speedster 
Henry Tanner. 

A few loose passes in the dying phases gave 
Harpenden a glimmer of hope but a strong 
Hammers defence robbed them of any scoring 
opportunities as the clock ran down. 

Head coach Dave Mannion said:"It was a pretty 
scrappy game out there in tough conditions for 
both sides but we did what we had to do to get a 
win and stayed composed enough to score those 
two crucial second-half tries. 

"It makes for a really exciting run-in to the end of 
the season for us with just four league games to 
go." 

Hammers struggled for a foothold in the game 
early on, with little possession or territory to speak 
of. Three points from a penalty at the break down 
were swiftly followed by a well worked try for 
Harpenden as they took an early 8-0 lead. 

But a dazzling break by centre Tony Bryant, 
beating four men, took Hammers within inches of 
the try line and Bray bulldozed over for his first of 
the afternoon on the stroke of half-time. 

A fine conversion from fullback Neil McClure from 
the touchline into a strong wind cut the deficit to 
one point. 

Repeated penalties continued to trouble 
Hammers in the second-half. Flanker Joel Rabbidge 
felt harshly done by to concede a penalty for hands 
in the ruck in front of the post and Harpenden's 
kicker coolly converted the infringement into three 
points. 

But Hammers hit back with trademark flair in 
difficult conditions, increasing the number of 
offloads and keeping the ball alive to put Tanner in 
for a score out on the right wing. The forwards 
brought the driving maul into play and repeated 
pressure saw Bray pop up yet again to squeeze 
over in the corner to claim a 17-11 win for the 
visitors. 

Sitting third in the league, behind Chiswick on 
points difference, Hammers play Hampstead at 
Hurlingham Park this Saturday (2.30pm) in a must- 
win game. 



LOFTUS ROAD 
RANGERS REVIEW 

With Tony McDonald 



QPR 

Mar 3 H Arsenal 
Mar 7 H Spurs 
Mar 14 A C. Palace 
Mar 22 H Everton 
April 4 A West Brom 
April 12 H Chelsea 
April 20 A Aston Villa 
April 25 H West Ham 
May 2 A Liverpool 
May 9 A Man City 
May 16 H Newcastle 
May 24 A Leicester 

HULL CITY 

Mar 3 H Sunderland 

Mar 14 A Leicester 
Mar 22 H Chelsea 
April 4 A Swansea 
April 11 A Southampton 
April 18 H Liverpool 
April 25 A C. Palace 
May 2 H Arsenal 
May 9 H Burnley 
May 16 A Spurs 
May 24 H Man Utd 

SUNDERLAND 

Mar 3 A Hull 
Mar 14 H Aston Villa 

Mar 21 A West Ham 
April 5 H Newcastle 
April 11 H C. Palace 
April 18 A Arsenal 
April 25 A Stoke 
May 2 H Southampton 
May 9 A Everton 
May 16 H Leicester 
May 24 A Chelsea 

BURNLEY 

Mar 4 A Liverpool 
Mar 14 H Man City 
Mar 21 A Southampton 
April 5 H Spurs 
April 11 H Arsenal 
April 18 A Everton 
April 25 H Leicester 
May 2 A West Ham 
May 9 A Hull 
May 16 H Stoke 
May 24 A Aston Villa 


ASTON VILLA 

Mar 3 H West Brom 
Mar 14 A Sunderland 
Mar 21 H Swansea 
April 4 A Man Utd 
April 11 A Spurs 
April 20 H QPR 
April 25 A Man City 
May 2 H Everton 
May 9 H West Ham 
May 16 A Southampton 
May 24 H Burnley 

LEICESTER 

CITY 

Mar 4 A Man City 
Mar 14 H Hull 
Mar 21 A Spurs 
April 4 H West Ham 
April 11 A West Brom 
April 18 H Swansea 
April 25 A Burnley 
April 29 H Chelsea 
May 2 H Newcastle 
May 9 H Southampton 
May 16 A Sunderland 
May 24 H QPR 

The games where 
teams battling against 
relegation meet are 
highlighted in bold. 
These ‘mini league’ 
matches will obviously 
be crucial but other 
factors will also 
doubtless come into 
play. With only eight 
points separating the six 
lowest teams, goal 
difference could be 


Yun Suk-Young in action against rivals Aston Villa Pic: Rob Newell/Digital South 


ZOUMA AND CECH 
UP FOR THE CUP 


decisive come that final 
day of the season on 
Sunday, May 24 - or 
‘Survival Sunday’ as 
Sky’s hype will keep 
reminding us all in the 
days leading up to it. 

QPR will hope to 
secure their place in the 
top flight well before 
what could be a very 
tense and nailbiting 
finale at Leicester whose 
game in hand is against 
champions-elect Chelsea. 

One of the standout 
fixtures for Chris 
Ramsey and his players 
is the Monday night trip 
to Villa Park on April 20 
(8.00pm), which will be 
covered live by Sky 
Sports. The same 
channel will also screen 
R’s previous home game, 
against Chelsea on 
Sunday, April 12 
(1.30pm). 

It hasn’t taken long for 
Tim Sherwood, who 
chose to accept the offer 
of the manager’s job at 
Villa rather than Loftus 
Road, to realise the scale 
of his task. 

Unless he can get Villa 
scoring quickly, I can see 
the current bottom three 
of Burnley, Villa and 
Leicester as the trio who 
will ultimately fall 
through the trap door. 


FOOTBALL FIXTURES 

Thursday, March 5 

Tottenham Hotspur U18 v CHELSEA U18 
(FAYC semi-final, 1st leg), 7.45. 

Friday, March 6 

Manchester City U21 v FULHAM U21,3.00. 

FULHAM v AFC BOURNEMOUTH, 7.45. 

Saturday, March 7 

QPR v Tottenham Hotspur, 3.00. 

Wednesday, March 11 

CHELSEA v Paris St Germain (UCL), 7.45. 


HOW many of you followed our hunch 
that backing either John Terry or 
Branislav Ivanovic to score the first 
goal at Wembley in Sunday's final 
might be worth a punt? 

Talisman Terry was matched at a high 
of 28/1 (29 in decimal odds) on the 
Betfair Exchange, while some shrewdies 
had their wallets fattened by backing 
the Scorecast ofTerry combined with 
2-0 to Chelsea at 150/1. 

It remains to be seen what effect, if 
any, losing the Capital One Cup final will 
have on Tottenham, who nevertheless 
remain a 17/20 (1.85) odds-on shout 
with the bookies to win in the Premier 
League at Loftus Road this Saturday. 

If you believe QPR can get their home 
form back on track and take a precious 
three points, then you can back them at 


BETTINf BANTER 


7/2 (4.5) to win the derby clash. 

It's easier to predict what Jose 
Mourinho will be bleating about next 
than trying to fathom what Fulham will 
do. Promotion-chasing Bournemouth 
have gone five games without a win and 
dropped to fifth after being held at 
home by Blackburn last weekend. 

You can understand the bookies 
making them 13/10 (2.3) favourites to 
prevail at The Cottage on Friday night 
but Whites' emphatic victory over Derby 
is proof that you can never write them 
off. At 11/4 (3.75) they could be good 
value to pick off the Cherries. 

Tony McDonald 


■ From back page 

“It's very difficult to 
qualify for Champions 
League or win the 
league. There are about 
seven teams vying for 
four positions to qualify 
for the Champions 
League. 

“To win the cups now 
is also very difficult, as 
teams are investing. 

“In the Champions 
League, there are three 
groups of teams, one so 
powerful and rich they 
are above the Financial 
Fair Play regulations 
(FFP). 

“Then there are teams 
who don’t care about 
FFP and flout them and 
get fined, and then there 
are clubs like us who do 
respect FFP.” 

With that dig aside, 
Mourinho returned to 
the theme of the game 
and heralded the 
advancement of 20- 
year-old Kurt Zouma, 
who played in midfield 
to shield the centre- 
backs. He credited the 
central defender with 
what he sees as the 
ultimate accolade. 

“Zouma is the new 
Marcel Desailly,” he 
said. “It was very 
difficult to play In 
midfield. He had to be 
quick. 

“But we prepared him 
before to play there in 
case we needed him. 
With just Ramires and 
Fabregas in the centre 
we would not have won. 
We pressed them high 
from the beginning. We 
did not give them the 
game they expected,” he 
suggested. 

Zouma played in the 
holding midfield role 
Matic would have 
fulfilled. 

“I do not use Matic's 
suspension as a 
motivation,” he said. “In 
fact, Matic made a 
speech in the dressing 
room before the game, 
telling the players to 
have the pleasure he 
could not have in the 
final. 


“It was important that 
Fabregas had the 
freedom to go where he 
wanted to go. That is 
why we had Zouma in 
the side. With no 
Zouma, Fabregas would 
not have given the ball 
to Costa to get the strike 
on for the second goal. 
So I am happy with 
myself. If it did not 
work, I would have 
being killed by the 
critics,” he explained. 

Mourinho's other 
selection surprise was 
that of Cech over 
Courtois. 

He explained: “I chose 
Cech because it was 
Petr’s competition. We 
bought Courtois to be 
the future. But when I 
played Cech in some 
Champions League and 
Premier League games, 
that opened the door for 
Courtois to play in the 
Capital One Cup as 
well. I played Courtois 
against Liverpool in the 
semi-final at Anfield but 
this was Cech's 
competition.” 

Around two hours 
before kick-off at 
Wembley, Chelsea’s 
closest league rivals 
Manchester City had 
lost 2-1 at Liverpool. 
Mourinho revealed he 
had banned any talk of 
that Anfield game but 
one of his staff let the 
cat out of the bag. 

“It was a perfect day 
for us,” he said. "I did 
not want any reaction 
from the players about 
the Man City result. I 
did not want any player 
to know but Silvino 
Louro, my assistant first 
team coach, jumped up 
in the coach (when the 
result was known), so 
the players knew. 

“But the title race is 
not over. I knew 
Liverpool would come 
good. It’s still a difficult 
job just with just 12 
matches to go,” he 
warned. 

Next up for Blues is 
the second leg of the 
Champions League 


Blue & White 
In Brief 

■ CHELSEA enjoyed a 
fine weekend at the 
expense of Tottenham. 
The day before the 
senior side triumphed in 
the Capital One Cup 
final, Blues’ Under-18s 
came from behind to 
conclude their regional 
programme with a 2-1 
derby win against Spurs 
at Cobham. 

Ryan Loft put 
Tottenham ahead from 
the penalty spot shortly 
before half-time but 
goals after the restart 
from substitute Jeremie 
Boga (68 mins) and Ike 
Ugbo (84) secured all 
three points for Blues. 

Chelsea: Collins, 
Sterling (Bolkiah 34), 
Suljic, Grant, Dasilva, 
Sammut, Ali, Scott 
(Mount 79), Wakefield 
(Boga 46), Ugbo, 
Adamczyk. 

■ DATES for Chelsea’s 
FA Youth Cup semi-final 
against Spurs have been 
confirmed. 

The holders go to 
White Hart Lane for the 
first leg tonight 
(Thursday), with the 
return at Stamford 
Bridge on Wednesday, 
March 18 (7.00pm). 

■ TWO Leicester City 
goals in the first 11 
minutes left Fulham 
under-21s with too much 
to do. 

Patrick Roberts pulled 
one back before half¬ 
time but a 71st minute 
goal clinched the league 
points and a 2-1 win for 
the Foxes. 

Fulham: Norman, 
Grimmer, Amorebieta, 
Buata, Evans, Williams, 
Donnelly, Na Bangna, 
Roberts, Plumain, 
Taggart. 

■ A FIRST-half brace 
by Brandon Adams 
couldn’t save QPR 
Under-18s from a 6-2 
defeat at Charlton on 
Saturday. 

The young Hoops’ 
cause was not helped by 
the fact that injury left 
them a man short for the 
whole of the second-half. 

QPR: Hudnott, 
Campbell, Williams, 
Arthur, Eales, Fox, 
Springer-Downs, 

Bowler, Adams, 
Darbyshire, Cardoza. 

■ QPR Ladies were 
beaten 2-0 by West Ham 
in the Capital Women’s 
Cup semi-final at 
Uxbridge. 


round of 16 knockout 
match against Paris St 
Germain. Chelsea drew 
the first leg 1-1 in Paris 
and take a vital away 
goal back to the Bridge 
on Wednesday. 

With no league game 
for them at the weekend 
due to the FA Cup, 
Mourinho will have a 
full week to prepare for 
this renewed assault on 
European glory. 

Paul Lagan 
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Capital gains 
cheers Chelsea 



Chelsea celebrating their first trophy win of the season, in the Capital One Cup final against Spurs on Sunday. 


W INNING the Capital One Cup 
is just the fillip Jose Mourinho 
needed following his dismay at 
the FA’s decision to reduce Nemanja 
Matic’s three-match suspension to two. 

It also gave the Blues the impetus to go into 
Wednesday’s league match at West Ham United and 
extend their lead at the top of the Premier League. 

LWN Sport went to press before the outcome of the 
derby encounter but should the Blues have won, it 
would have increased their lead over Manchester City 
(who lost 2-1 to Liverpool hours before the 2-0 cup 
final win over Spurs on Sunday) to eight points with 
11 games to go. 

But Mourinho still feels a sense of injustice over 
Matic’s treatment and he would have been looking at 
the weekend Premier League games with added 
interest. In particular, he would have wanted to see 
how referees treated incidents that could possibly have 
changed the outcome of matches. 


• By LWN reporter Paul Lagan 
sport@londonweeklynews.co.uk 

When Matic pushed over Ashley Brown in the 1-1 
draw with Burnley and was handed a red card, it meant 
an automatic three-match ban. Chelsea went into full 
media assault mode from that point. Naturally, they 
contested the decision, in the vain, inglorious attempt 
to get it rescinded. The FA’s governance appeals 
committee decision last week to reduce the ban from 
three matches to two would have infuriated him and 
the club even more. In Chelsea’s view, that is worse 
than upholding the original three-match suspension, 
because it again highlights a lack of consistency. 

Chelsea claim that there has been ‘universal 
condemnation’ of the Barnes tackle. True, there has 
been condemnation, but universal? 

Nah, I don’t think so. 

On the contrary, some have suggested that referee 
Martin Atkinson got his decisions spot-on, suggesting 


This week at 
STAMFORD BRIDGE 


that Chelsea are viewing 
this latest controversy 
through Blue-tinted 
glasses. 

The FA would not have 
been pleased by Chelsea’s 
final comment: “It is 
Chelsea’s opinion that 
referees and the football 

authorities must do more to protect players at all levels Dean chose not to brandish a second yellow and an 
of the game from dangerous challenges. This decision automatic red card to the striker, instead opting to give 
also clearly demonstrates a need for consistency and the player a warning. Murray went on to score two 



fairness in the disciplinary process.” 


goals before eventually receiving a second yellow card 


So you see, Chelsea still feel hard done by. They will and an early bath. By then, Palace were 3-0 up. 


only let themselves move on and draw a line under 
their entrenched position if they win the title. 


Now Mourinho’s point would rightly be: why should 
Dean not have sent off Murray for the earlier obvious 


Liverpool’s 2-1 win over Manchester City on Sunday bad challenge? It was a clear yellow card offence. Had 


certainly aided the Blues’ cause. 


it happened - and remember, the score stood at 0-0 - 



Focus on Craven Cottage 


Jekyll and Hyde Whites 


A THOROUGHLY deserved and 

comprehensive 2-0 victory over 
Championship league leaders Derby 
County has given revitalised Fulham the 
belief that they can now beat anybody in the 
second tier. 

Nikolay Bodurov and Cauley Woodrow's first- 
half goals put the Whites in command and Kit 
Symons' side comfortably saw the game out 
with a compact defensive display. 

It was a bewildering good all-round 
performance in stark contrast to the abysmal 
3-0 midweek defeat at Wolves, where Symons 
declared himself "absolutely fuming" and "livid" 
at his team's defending. 

The mauling at Molineux marked Whites' 
eighth game without victory and the club 
seemed engulfed by gloom and doom. It was 
hard to see where their next goal was coming 
from, never mind the next win. 

Hopes of turning their fortunes around took 
another dent when striker Hugo Rodallega 
limped away from Wolverhampton with his 
swollen ankle encased in a protective boot. 

But against high-flying Derby at Craven 
Cottage on Saturday, Fulham barely conceded a 


clear-cut chance on goal against a team that 
had hit five against them in two matches earlier 
in the season. 

"It's always nice to get a win but it's especially 
nice when it's against top of the table and the 
manner in which we got it," Symons said. 

"It is only three points but it's a big three 
points because of who it is against and how we 
did it. I thought it was the all-round game. 

"We were very resolute defensively, we looked 
strong. The work-ethic was excellent, defending 
from the front to the back. We pressed them 
high up the pitch, which we knew we had to do. 

"We looked at all of the scouting reports and 
teams that sit off Derby, by and large, get put to 
the sword because they have got real quality 
throughout the side. So we knew we had to 
press and harry them high up the pitch. We had 
a gameplan, we stuck to it and it worked very 
well." 

Ahead of matches at third-placed Watford on 
Tuesday and at home against fourth-placed AFC 
Bournemouth on Friday, Symons insists 
confidence will be sky high. 

"It's a real tough run of games and this was 
obviously one of those games," he continued. 


We can expect a few more fireworks in the coming the outcome of the match would almost certainly, on 
weeks. the balance of probability, have resulted in 10-man 

During that time Chelsea will be analysing matches Palace being defeated, 
looking for incidents that will support their position. In Mourinho 1 s mind, if Diego Costa had committed 

They would have looked at Saturday’s game between the same fouls as Murray, then Dean would have 
West Ham and Crystal Palace with a forensic eye. certainly sent him off. No word of warning - a red card 
The Eagles ’ Glenn Murray had already been booked decision, 
for a tackle when, with the sides still locked at 0-0, he It’s this inconsistency that riles Mourinho so much, 
then upended another Hammers player. Referee Mike There is a perception at Chelsea that Costa’s 

reputation, not his actions, are resulting in the club 
being prejudiced against. 

But Mourinho was certainly in a happier mood at 
Wembley on Sunday, putting aside talk of perceived 
campaigns against his side for a few hours at least. 

He admitted that he felt “like a kid again” after his 
charges beat Spurs to lift the Capital One Cup. 

Goals from John Terry and a Kyle Walker own goal 
either side of half-time secured the first cup in 
Mourinho’s second spell at the helm. Coincidentally, 
the League Cup was the first trophy he won at Chelsea 
in 2005. 

“The win is important in that it makes me feel like I 
am a kid again,” he said. “It was like my first final, 
I’m happy.” 

Mourinho lives for titles and trophies and feels 
defined by them. “I know I have a team to build but 
it’s important for the team to win too and this is the 
first one for a new team. Petr Cech, John Terry and 
Didier Drogba are old guard, they have won before, 
but this is the first for the new guys.” 

The first person Mourinho called, on the pitch, after 
the final whistle was his wife Matilde. 

“She was waiting for me to call her,” he said. “I had 
my son and daughter here but I had to call her,” he 
smiled. 

Mourinho dedicated the victory not just to the 
players who were in the squad, but those absent or who 
had recently left the club. 

“The next thing I want to say now is I don’t think 
about JT or the rest but I think about Thibaut Courtois 
who, without him in the semi-final against Liverpool, 
there would be no final for us. I think about Nemanja 
Matic, Felipe Luis, Mark Schwarzer and all the other 
guys who started the season with us who are no longer 
here. 

“We played to win. We were comfortable and had 
stability in the side. We are not mature but we adapted 
well to the circumstances," he said. 


"To come out of this one with a positive result is 
good for everyone's confidence. We can go and 
beat anyone. Can do and will do are two 
different things." 

Derby County, who also have the best goal 
difference in the Championship, came at the 
Whites after the interval and Symons admits 
shutting them out for the duration is an 
additional bonus. 

"I was delighted to get that clean sheet. I think 
it means a lot to us," added Symons. 

"The majority of our defending has been very 
good, but isolated incidents have cost us dearly 
and you need to do it for the full duration and 
we did that here. 

"That'll give everyone an awful lot of 
confidence because, it's there, that is why I've 
been so frustrated. If I thought we weren't good 
enough I wouldn't be annoyed as I get. 

"We beat Norwich here 1 -0 when they were 
top of the league. We can match anyone on our 
day but we need to have more of ’our’ days. If 
we can be resolute defensively against some of 
the teams around the bottom, then we can beat 
them too. It's just managing the game that you 
are in." 


I CONTINUED ON PAGE 27 


R’s RESUME SURVIVAL COUNTDOWN - page 27 



















